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THE CONDUCT OF PLANNING INQUIRIES 


Spee WHERE in this issue will be found a report of a recent 
local public inquiry at which the inspector (who was 
conducting the inquiry on behalf of the Ministry of Education) 
agreed to summon, if necessary by subpoena, an official of 
another Government Department. It is believed that this was 
the first time this course has been adopted at a local inquiry, 
and it is an event of considerable significance. The usual view 
at these inquiries is that officials of other departments should 
not be summoned to give evidence, but that it is sufficient for 
the inspector to secure their views privately. 
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INCORPORATING 
“ARCHITECTURE” and “THE BRITISH ARCHITECT” 


It is to be hoped that the action of the inspector in this recent 
case will now be widely followed and, moreover, that it will 
mark the beginning of a change in other aspects of these inquiries. 

The public local inquiry is becoming an increasingly important 
feature of our administrative system. It has been used for 
many years past as a means of hearing objections to compulsory 
purchase orders made by public authorities, and it is now the 
usual method also of hearing appeals against decisions of local 
planning authorities. A person who is aggrieved by a refusal 
of planning permission, or by conditions attached to a grant of 
permission, may appeal to the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning. The Minister must then give the appellant the 
opportunity of stating his case. This is usually done by holding 
a public local inquiry at which both parties can appear—if they 
wish by counsel—and can call witnesses who may be cross- 
examined by the other side. In fact, the proceedings take the 
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A 17th CENTURY CHEESE PRESS.—This cheese press is at Askrigg, in 

Wensleydale, Yorks, and is still in working order although last used for 

cheese making 50 years ago. It stands six feet high and is built in local 

Stone, Pressure is applied through the links by a solid stone slab sus- 
pended above a pit. 








Publication of ‘*‘ The Builder ”’ 


Owing to the situation which has arisen between the 
London Master Printers’ Association and the London 
Society of Compositors it appears possible that this 
issue of The Builder may not be presented in its 
customary form. We shall, of course, return to normal 


publication as soon as circumstances permit. 














268 


form of a judicial inquiry, except that at the end the inspector 
does not give a decision but makes a confidential report to the 
Minister. This report is then considered by the Minister or 
more probably by one of his officials, and a decision is given. 
The appellant is not entitled to see a copy of the inspector’s 
report, and the Minister is not obliged to give any reasons for 
his decision. It is, moreover, at this point that the opportunity 
arises for those inter-departmental consultations referred to 
earlier—a procedure which deprives the appellant of the advan- 
tages of cross-examination, as well as leaving him in the dark. 

Such secrecy is quite indefensible and it must necessarily 
impair public confidence in the system. That is not to say that 
the system does not work reasonably well—the fact that under 
Mr. Silkin’s regime over 40 per cent. of the appeals were successful 
suggests that in the great majority of cases a reasonable decision 
is reached. Nor is it any answer to say that the departmental 
officials who deal with these matters are able and conscientious 
men. Secrecy is indefensible because it is repugnant to: the 
English sense of justice, and it is surprising that it is tolerated 
in a country which in its courts of law applies with amazing 
strictness the doctrine that justice must not only be done but 
must be seen to be done. 

This element of secrecy has been widely condemned ever 
since it was established in the famous case of Local Government 
Board y. Arlidge in 1915 that the appellant had no right to see 
a copy of the inspector’s report. The matter was considered by 
the Committee on Ministers’ Powers (1932); that committee 
impliedly condemned the system by recommending the publica- 
tion of the inspector’s report in all cases where a public local 
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inquiry is authorised by statute. ‘That recommendation has g9 
far been ignored. 

The arguments in favour of secrecy which were advanced by 
the civil service witnesses who appeared before the committee 
were themselves a condemnation of the system. It was suggested 
by one witness to be an advantage that it enabled inspectors to 
make confidential statements that they would not wish to make 
publicly, such as that a certain person’s evidence was corrupt, 
He added that if inspectors’ reports were to be published, jt 
would almost certainly follow that they would be supplemented 
either by private letter or conversation. 

It is surprising that England—which has for so long prided 
herself on the 1ectitude of her public administration—is in this 
respect behind the United States. The Administrative Procedure 
Act, passed by Congress in 1946, requires 

(a) that the report of the “hearing officer” 
published, and 

(b) that the Government Department concerned must giye 
reasons for its decisions. 

A similar proposal was put forward in the Liberties of the 
Subject Bill which Lord Samuel introduced into the House of 
Lords earlier this year. That Bill never reached the statute 
book, but it is to be hoped that this particular proposal at least 
will be enacted before long. Not only would it sweep away the 
disturbing element of secrecy, but it would in the long run be 
in the best interests of planning. For, in our belief, planning 
would gain by the open discussion of the reasons given by the 
Ministry for their decisions. That view may not commend 
itself to Whitehall, but we think it a sound view nevertheless, 


Shall be 








ORIEL COLLEGE, OXFORD, WAR MEMORIAL. Designed by Sir Hubert Worthington, A.R.A. (of Messrs. Thomas Worthington and Sons), 


the memorial is in Hoptonwood stone, the incised lettering and carving being by Messrs. Tegetmeier and Cribb (of Pigotts). 
Symm and Co., of Oxford. 


The masons were Messrs. 
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NOTES yr NEWS 


fhe Great Hail, Gray’s Inn. 
(NE of the most magnificent examples of 
Elizabethan architecture which was 
destroyed in an air raid on London in 1941 
is now being restored almost identically to 
the form in which it was known to 
Londoners from 1559 until the time of its 
destruction. It is the Great Hall of Gray's 
Inn. Fortunately, all its architectural detail 
has been recorded and the designs which the 
craftsmen are following to-day have been 
prepared by Mr. Edward Maufe,;, R.A. ; 

Probably the most important feature of 
this restoration work is the replacement of 
the old hammer-beam roof which was 
described as the most graceful in existence. 
The material being used for the new roof 
is 200-years-old timber selected from oak 
frees grown in Kent and seasoned for periods 
of from 12 to 15 years. The main members, 
which were not easy to find, are 31 ft. long 
and 15 in. by 9 in. in section, and they make 
up five main trusses each weighing 4} tons, 
and two half-trusses for the ends. 

To prevent decay and attacks by insects, 
the timber is being treated with preservative, 
and wherever it rests on brickwork, air 
spaces are being left to avoid the possibility 
of dry rot setting in. 

Mr. Maufe’s design for ‘the Great Hall 
differs from the original in that provision 
has been made for a huge bay window on 
the south of the dais which will provide 
even more space than was previously avail- 
able for the new “ mighty board of oak’ 
which will form the Benchers’ High Table. 
The old “mighty” board, made in 1743, 
was destroyed. 


A Country Code. 

THE LATEST NEWS of the progress made 
in the preparation of a “Country Code ”"— 
a code of conduct for the guidance of 
persons visiting the countryside—is given in 
an editorial note in the July issue of the 
journal of the Commons, Open Spaces 
and Footpaths Preservation Society, where it 
is suggested that such a code should be 
linked with a widespread educational cam- 
paign to make people realise how much 
harm can be done to the country by incon- 


siderate behaviour, and how much 
antagonism to visitors such behaviour 
causes, 


The National Parks Bill, as a result of a 
late amendment in the House of Lords, now 
requires the National Parks Commission to 
prepare such a code, which applies not 
merely to National Parks and similar areas 
but to the whole of rural England and 
Wales. The Commission are, in fact, 
already engaged in preparing the code and 
considering methods of disseminating and 
popularising its contents, and have held a 
conference of voluntary organisations for 
obiaining suggestions from all bodies in- 
lerested in the subject. It is felt that the 
issue of the code should be simultaneous 
with the start of the educational campaign, 
Pag is the fundamentally important 

ing. 


Keeping Country Paths in Order. 


HiGHWay AUTHORITIES which, as a conse- 
quence of the National Parks and Access 
{0 the Countryside Act, now have the 
Primary responsibility for the repair of the 
Public paths, are recommended “not to 
conform to some arbitrary standard” in a 
ticular issued by the Ministry of Town 
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for the new hammer-beam roof. 


and Country Planning. Where country 
paths are used constantly as part of every- 
day life—e.g., for walking to stations, 
churches or shops—the importance of keep- 
ing them fit for use in all weather is 
emphasised. On the other hand, for paths 
used chiefly by ramblers, all that will 
usually be wanted, the circular points out, 
is to keep them free from obstacles or 
impassable water or mud. The need to con- 
sult interests affected, both private and 
public, before submitting to the Minister 
orders for the creation, diversion or closure 
of public paths, and the importance of 
assisting the National Parks Commission 
with information needed for the creation of 
long-distance routes are also stressed in the 
circular. 


Architects’ Benevolent Society. 


THE ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY has 
submitted its hundredth annual report on 
the Society’s ninety-ninth year’s work. It 
reveals that 102 cases were helped during 
the year with pensions and grants, 15 of 
which were applying for the first time. Of 
those who received assistance, 28 were archi- 
tects or architects’ assistants. One pensioner 
died during the year, and the vacancy was 
filled by an architect aged 72. 

Through the generosity of its many donors 
and subscribers, the Society has been able 
to continue its good work, and with con- 
siderable confidence is looking to the future, 
when it hopes to carry out further plans 
for the welfare of its beneficiaries, such as 
the establishment of homes and educational 
and training schemes, The Society is only 
too well aware, however, that there are 
many ways in which it could help those 
who appeal to it in their need, but that it 
is impossible to do so until a much stronger 
body of supporters has been built up. 

There must, undoubtedly, be many in the 
profession whose time is very fully occupied 
with the activities entailed in keeping abreast 
of the work upon which they are from day 
to day engaged, and they may not have had 
occasion to consider seriously the charitable 





CORRESPONDENCE 


Correspondence this week will be found 
on Page 283. 
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THE HALL, GRAY’S INN. Raising into position by means of a derrick a truss of English oak 


(See Note). 


work of the Society or to what extent they 
personally could assist. 

It is to be hoped that they will not allow 
the matter to be left unattended to any 
longer 


A.A. Resignation. 

Mr. Davip GopparpD has resigned his 
position as Vice-Principal of the A.A. School 
of Architecture and will devote himself to 
his practice. He was first appointed to the 
School staff in January, 1945, and subse- 
quently became Year Master of the Fourth 
Year and then Vice-Principal. He will 
carry with him the good wishes of the 
Association and especially of the students 
he trained during his six years at the A.A. 


First Repairs for 600 Years. 

THE CONDITION of the parapets of Caesar’s 
Tower in Warwick Castle have caused anxiety 
for some years. After a large block of stone 
had broken off recently an expert’s report 
was obtained and it was decided that the 
urgent repairs should be undertaken imme- 
diately. These will be the first repairs on 
the tower for 600 years. Restoration work 
was planned before the war but the war 
prevented its execution. After the war the 
Earl of Warwick decided to postpone the 
repairs until the housing situation appeared 
to be easier. 


Professional Announcement. 


Mr. CrLarence E. Smart, F.I.Q.S., M.Inst.B.E., 
quantity surveyor, Bedford Row House, 58, Theobalds- 
road, W.C.1, has now established his Peterborough office 
at Lloyds Bank-chambers, Cathedral Gateway, Peter- 
borough (Tel.: Peterborough 3625), where he would be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER ” OF 1850 
Saturday, August 31, 1850. 

THE NorTH LONDON ART-ARTIZAN SCHOOL 
is very fully attended, and appears in other 
respects to be progressing very favourably. 
Subscriptions, however, are needed, as the 
payments by the pupils do not cover the 
expenses. There are 200 scholars, and 
arrangements are being made to establish a 
female class, under supervision of a com- 
mittee of ladies. Application has been made 
to the Board of Trade for the loan of 
additional casts—a favour, we suppose, that 
can scarcely be refused. 
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EAST COWES CASTLE 
THE HOME OF JOHN NASH 
An Obituary 


WHEN, in 1798, John Nash, then a man of forty-six, 
married the twenty-five-years-old. Mary Anne 
Bradley, a young lady who is said to have been on close 
terms of friendship with the Prince Regent, the fortunes 
of the architect appear to have improved considerably. 
At that time, no more than a fairly successful 
domestic architect, he was living at No. 28, Dover- 
street; he at once bought and began the remodelling, 
or rebuilding, of No. 29, the house next door, turning 
it into a combined residence and office, with a striking 
classical front elevation. At the same time he bought 
some seventy-five acres of land at East Cowes, in the 
Isle of Wight, where he proceeded to build himself a 
fantastic country house in the so-called ‘‘ Gothic” 
style, naming it East Cowes Castle. 

Many visitors to the island will no doubt recall that 
picturesque assemblage of battlemented towers and 
walls and oriel windows standing like a domesticated 
medieval stronghold on the wooded eastern slope 
of the estuary of the Medina river. Actually it was 
built no earlier than the turn of the eighteenth century. 
This was Nash’s country retreat for more than thirty- 
five years; here he entertained his friends, including his 
Royal patron, the Regent, and here he died in 1835. 





Detail of principal entrance. 





The entrance front of East Cowes Castle. 
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The billiards-room. 
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From Britton and Pugin, “ Public Buildings of London.” 
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The gallery as it was in No. 14, Regent-strect. 


Reproduced by permission from John Nash by 


John Summerson. 


The Castle and the estate were bought, 
in due course, by Lord Gort, whose 
family continued to hold them until 1934, 
when they were sold to the present owners, 
Cowes Estates, Ltd., a company formed for 
the special purpose of developing the 
estate. The Castle remained unoccupied 
except by caretakers, and for a short time 
as a “‘tea garden,” until the outbreak of 
war in 1939, when it was taken over by the 
military authorities. 

Troops are notoriously inconsiderate of 
other people’s property. Whether they 
were wholly responsible for the present 
condition of the interior we do not know; 
some of the accompanying photographs, 
kindly lent for reproduction by the National 
Buildings Record, suggest that the place 
has been struck by a tornado. It is 


deplorable that a building of such historic 
and architectural interest should have been 
allowed to suffer such indignity. Unhappily 
the Castle cannot be preserved; demolition 
has now been sanctioned, and the site has 
been approved under town planning for 
residential purposes. Hence this brief 
obituary. 

The Castle is solidly built of coursed 
rubble, and though it was added to and 
altered during Nash’s lifetime, it remains 
substantially as he left it. The plan (also 
kindly lent by the N.B.R.) shows most 
ingenious contriving. A vestibule leads 
to a staircase-tower, having a graceful 
circular staircase contained within fluted 
walls and crowned by a “ scaly” dome— 
a delightful example of Regency design. 
Off this hall an ante-room divides the 





September 1 1950 


drawing-room from the dining-room, the 
latter being rectangular with a cavetto 
cornice, and the former principally square, 
with a similar cornice and a bay window, 
but having curved end bays, with flat 
ceilings and recesses formerly filled with 
mirrors. French windows in the end 
bay lead to the short conservatory. 

From the staircase hall, again, access is 
gained to the billiards-room, a fantastic 
interior in the manner of Soane, with ten 
small domes having inwardly unsupported 
spandrel pendants surrounding a lay-light. 
The billiards-room leads to the library with 
its pseudo-Gothic ceiling. Beyond, 
through the Octagon room, with its radially- 
fluted circular ceiling, a view is obtained 
of the remarkably fine gallery, which, 
however, did not form part of the original 
design for the Castle but was brought here 
from the house which Nash designed for 
himself in Regent-street. .The gallery, 
17 ft. wide and 70 ft. long, has panelled 
pilasters and arches and a_ segmental 
ceiling with a continuous skylight down the 
middle, in place of the original row of 
circular skylights. Arabesque paintings 
for the pilasters, accurate copies of 
Raphael’s work at the Vatican, were done 
by Richard Evans, and they are now in the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. Beyond the 
gallery is the long conservatory with, at 
the end, the so-called *‘ Regent’s Room,” 
(It may be here recalled that the gallery 
space in Nash’s house in Regent-street 
afterwards achieved fame as ‘* The Gallery 
of Illustration,” a place of popular enter- 
tainment during the latter part of the 
nineteenth century, and it was here, in 
1870, that Gilbert met Sullivan.) 

Mr. John Summerson, who gives an 
excellent description of East Cowes Castle 
in his ‘‘ John Nash,” recalls Joseph 
Farington’s visit to the house in 1817. 
The diarist had given no notice of his visit 
but, having presented his card at the 
lodge, he was told that he and his party 
might see the house and grounds. In the 
drawing-room, Farington records, ‘was 
Mr. Nash with company, all of whom 
were seated when we entered, and we only 
passed through the middle of the conserva- 
tory. Mr. Nash bowed.” Farington gives 
a lively description of the place and of 
the gardens, which, according to Mr. 
Summerson, ‘“‘still display contrived 
variety and immensé beauty.” Unhappily 
they are not likely to do so much longer. 

In the horribly mutilated interiors, shown 
as they are to-day in some of the accom- 
panying photographs, we may still trace 
some of the beauty that caught the eye of 
the inquisitive Farington in 1817. Soon 
not even this will remain, for although the 
place has been inspected by a large number 
of interested authorities, none has been 
able to suggest a way in which it could be 
preserved; before long the house where 
one of the most extraordinary characters 
in English architectural history played the 
country gentleman, entertaining in lavish 
style the Regent and influential friends, 
will be no more than a memory. 

For help in preparing this brief obituary 
notice we are indebted not only to Mr. 
Summerson’s book but also to Mr. Arthur 
S. Cripps, F.1.A.A. and S., M.R.San.1., of 
Cowes, 1.0.W., the architect for the estate. 

oF. Fi 
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The dining-room. 








The drawing-room. 





Garden front, showing conservatories and towers of house behind. 
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The ground-floor plan of East Cowes Castle. 
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Contoured plan of the estate. 
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AN AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR AND MACHINERY CENTRE 
FOR THE OWEN ORGANISATION 


LEONARD J. MULTON, F.R.I.B.A., 





The showroom, 








276 








THE BUILDER 














NTERS + 























SHOWROOM 











$i — 











—— 


The plan. 


The showroom and tractor repair shop buildings, 
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A NUMBER of depots similar to 

the one illustrated have been 
erected for the Owen Organisation— 
of which Messrs. Shukers and Rogers 
and Jackson form part—to serve 
various agricultural areas in the 
West Midlands. The purpose of 
these centres is two-fold. First, 
they are demonstration and distri- 
bution depots for all types of 
agricultural machinery and, second, 
they provide well-equipped work- 
shops to maintain this machinery. 


The buildings consist of two 
separate sections, the rear section 
devoted to maintenance and repairs 
and the front section consisting of 
administrative offices, stores, canteen 
and showroom. Each depot has 
been designed so that further work- 
shop bays may be added as the need 
arises. There is also land available 
on each curtilage to enable machinery 
to be demonstrated. 


The administrative block is faced 
with golden selected rustic bricks. 
Thicknesses are either 14-in. or 1 1-in. 
cavity. Stone copings, _ string 
courses, window surrounds and 
fluted entrance feature are all of 
precast artificial Weldon stone. 


The entrance steps are natural 
York stone with brick on edge risers. 
Under each show window is a 
Belgian birdseye granite plinth. A 
large showroom was required to 
exhibit tractors and other bulky 
agricultural machinery and _ large 
sliding doors give access to this from 
the open yard at the rear. 


The flat roof is of precast concrete 
units supported on steel beams rest- 
ing on the load-bearing walls. Wood 
blocks have been used for the floor. 
The west wall and ceiling are painted 
light primrose and each flank wall 
is painted a contrasting Pompeian 
red to reduce glare. The two large 
showroom windows are carried down 
to floor level and exhibits can be 
floodlit when required. 


The colour scheme for the canteen 
is cream and eau-de-nil. Black 
glazed tiles are used for the counter 
front and the top is inset with brick- 
red linoleum. Red quarry tiles have 
been used for the kitchen floor. 


For the workshop steel framing 
and roof trusses at 10 ft. centres are 
the main constructive elements. The 
panel walls are in a smooth golden 
brown brick and have windows at 
eaves level, leaving clear wall space 
beneath for benches. Protected 
metal sheeting has been used for the 
roof covering, sprayed aluminium 
on the underside for light-reflecting 
purposes. The main lighting of 
the shop is by a double row of patent 
glazing on each roof pitch. Fluores- 
cent lighting is used throughout the 
buildings. All large openings to the 
workshop are equipped with roller 
shutters. Small doors are of cellular 
construction, faced with resin-bonded 
waterproof ply, and are provided 
with glazed porthole vision panels 
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Detail of entrance to showroom. 


At the rear of the workshop is the 
boiler house. The system is low- 
pressure steam to unit heaters in the 
workshop and radiators in the 
administrative block. 

All lavatories have cream matt- 
tiled walls and quarry tile floors; 
w.c. divisions are terrazzo. In the 
administrative block windows have 
boot lintols of in situ reinforced 
concrete, faced with stone rendering 
to match the artificial stone. 

The main contractors were Messrs. 
McKeand Smith and Co., and the 
principal sub-contractors included: 
Steelwork, Rubery Owen and Co., 


facing bricks, Himley Brick 
precast roof beams, Siegwart 
Floor Company ; flat roof weather- 
ing, Ruberoid Co., Lid. : 
protected metal sheeting, Wolver- 
hampton Corrugated Iron Co.; 
patent glazing, Furniss and Co., 
Ltd.; metal windows, John Gibbs, 
Ltd.; wood block floors, Hollis 
Bros.; heating installation, Rogers 
and Jackson, Ltd.; electrical instal- 
lation, Thomasson and Co. (Shrews- 
bury), Ltd.; metal signs, Birmingham 
Guild, Ltd.; roller shutters, Mather 
and Platt, Ltd.; and metal partition- 
ing, Rubery Owen and Co., Ltd. 


Ltd: 
Co.; 


AN AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR AND 
MACHINERY CENTRE 


LEONARD J. MULTON, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 
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The canteen. 





The tractor repair shop. 


AN AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY CENTRE. LEONARD J. MULTON, F.R.I.B.A.. ARCHITECT 
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WOODGRANGE 
HOUSE, EALING 


PETER CASPARI, F.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECT 


OODGRANGE HOUSE has been 
built as a Lessor Scheme under 
the auspices of the Ministry of Works 
by the Bonavis Property Co., Ltd., 
and will be used to house departments 
of the Ministries of Pensions, Food, 
Health, Transport and Labour. The site 
was considered ideally suited for the 
purpose as it is situate at a focal point 
in West London adjacent to Ealing 
Common Station, with excellent travel- 
ling facilities by trolley bus, bus and 
Piccadilly Line. 

Town planning and privately im- 
posed restrictions were responsible for 
the height limitations and the necessity 
for wheel chairs approaching the lifts 
in the building without having to over- 


View from junction 
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A view of the main entrance. 


come level differences determined the 
datum line. 

The structure is of reinforced con- 
crete with 11-in. cavity brickwork panels 
and the roof is of three-coat asphalt 
laid flat without falls on insulating 
boards. 

Externally the building is finished in 
Ibstock buff multi-coloured facings. 


The projecting lintols and cills are of 


artificial stone and the faience between 
windows on the upper floors matches 


that of the cladding to the ground 
floor. Metal windows have been em- 
ployed throughout. Internal wall 
surfaces have been distempered cream 
to match the paintwork on windows 
and woodwork. Internal doors are 
flush oak-faced ply, stained and var- 
nished. The main staircase is finished 


in apple-green terrazzo with a 2-ft. 
high dado of the same material. Ter- 


razzo floors and walls to lavatories are 
cream coloured and office floors as 





of Woodgrange-avenue and Uxbridge-road. 


279 








THE BUILDER 









such are of brown asphalt ; the two 
secondary staircases are finished in 
grano. 

Central heating is by means of low- 
pressure hot water with circulating 
pumps. There are two lifts, one fully 
automatic high-speed passenger lift 
and another for the transportation of 
wheel chairs. Hot water is by means of 
a central plant and supplies draw off 
points throughout the building. A 
canteen has been established on the 
top floor. Cleaners’ closets, male and 
female lavatories (the latter equipped 
with gas-operated incinerators) are 
provided on each floor. 

Mr. W. V. Zinn was the consultant 
engineer concerned with the reinforced 
concrete work. 

The general contractors were Messrs. 
P. Bilton, Ltd., of London, and the sub- 
contractors included: Heating, hot 
water and ventilation, A. McPherson 
and Co. (Reading), Ltd. ; asphalt, 
General Asphalte Co., Ltd. : _ lifts, 
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Bennie Lifts, Ltd. ; electrical, Meade 
and Jeffery, Ltd. ; reinforced concrete, 
Caxton Floors, td.;  ironmongery, 














H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd. ; plumb- 
ing, R. J. Nolan and Son, Ltd. ; joinery, 
J. G. Cherrington and Sons ; terrazzo, 
The Coduri Flooring Co. ; flooring, 
The General Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; 
plastering, Alltools, Ltd. ; glass, W. N. 
Froy and Co., Ltd. ; incinerators, 
Bratt Colbran ani Co., Ltd.: windows, 
John Thompson Beacon Windows, 
Ltd. ; artificial stone, Atlas Stone Co., 
Ltd. : and faience, Carter and Co., Ltd. 


Typical upper floor plan. 
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WOODGRANGE HOUSE, EALING. Ground-floor plan. 
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NURSES’ HOME, ROYAL LIVERPOOL CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 


HERBERT THEARLE, B.ARCH., 


Ts nurses’ home in the heart of Liverpool received a 

direct bomb hit and the reinstatement was carried out 
partially for £6,000 and later completed, with the addition 
of an extra floor, for a further £12,195 (1947). 


The roof shelter. 


A.R.LB.A., 





ARCHITECT FOR W.D. REINSTATEMENT 


The opportunity was taken to provide built-in wardrobe 
cupboards and to incorporate within the building the 
escape staircase. This improves the external appearance 
and at the same time permits communication between the 
various floors at this end of the building. Also access to the 
terrace (replacing a mansard roof) is provided for recreational 
purposes. 

The contract figures 
Phase 2 (1947)—£12,195. 

CONSTRUCTION.—The walls are load-bearing, steelwork 
being used only for the minimum trimming to the stair well. 
Floors and roof are in situ and of the hollow block type. 
The terrace is stone-flagged. 

Stairs are in concrete cantilevered from the walls and lined 
with ** Korkoid ’” with hardwood nosings. Bedroom floors 
are finished in wood blocks or linoleum and lavatory accom- 
modation in terrazzo. 

Coal fires have been reinstated where requested and all 
flues (including those to the separate doctors’ rooms on the 
ground floor) are carried up to combine with the canopy 
finish to the glazed screen shelter at terrace level. The 
plumbing services are of copper with welded joints. 

The general contractors were Messrs. William Thornton 
and Sons, Ltd., and the sub-contractors were as follows :— 


were: Phase 1 (1944)—£5,089; 
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ROOF 


The plans. 


Patent floors and roofing, Diespeker and Co., Ltd.; steel- | Williams and Watson, Ltd.; terrazzo and tiling, Magnesite 
work, W. J. Douglas and Co., Ltd.: heating, Richard Terrazzo and Mosaic Co., Ltd.: roofing, Val de Travers, 
Crittall and Co., Ltd.; plumbing, Merseyside Plumbing  Ltd.; flooring, Korkoid Decorative Floors; artificial stone, 
Co.: electric wiring, Parry’s Electrical Engineers; iron- H. Tyson Smith; and iron railings, George Lowe and Sons, 
mongery, Quiggin Bros., Ltd.; metal windows and screen, Ltd. 


General view of roof shelter. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


** Savings by Direct Labour ” 


To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 

IR,—I have read with interest your 

correspondents’ views on the publicity 
given to the Direct Works Department of 
the Wolverhampton Corporation and the 
publicised figures of their savings against 
normal contract figures. 

Much publicity has been given to this 
Corporation’s efforts and successes in this 
field from time to time which may well be 
warranted but, with your correspondents, 
I feel none too happy about accepting the 
evidence in the manner presented. It is, 
of course, one of private enterprise’s biggest 
claims that the contractor who builds for 
himself can effect substantial savings against 
building for others and this alone should 
warrant a substantial saving by any body 
that can set its own standards. 

The big issue, of course, is, what is cost? 
Until this is determined and compared with 
contractors’ costs, I feel the evidence should 
not be accepted. 

It is interesting to note that the Wolver- 
hampton Corporation are claiming a saving 
of 5 per cent. on contractors’ figures, but a 
few months ago local publicity was given 
to the fact that the Wolverhampton Council 
had referred back to its Housing or Con- 
tracts committee a proposal to grant a con- 
tract for approximately 100 houses to the 
Direct Labour Department at a price some 
5 per cent. more than the lowest contractor’s 
figure. It is further interesting to note that 
some weeks later a similar contract was 
placed with the Direct Labour Department 
at the higher figure. The evidence would 
therefore appear to be inconsistent, as, assum- 
ing that the Corporation’s estimating is based 
upon their costing, there would appear to be 
a hidden 10 per cent., as apparently their 
estimating is 5 per cent. higher than con- 
tractors’ and their cost 5 per cent. below. One 
is bound to wonder whether herein lies the 
answer, but on the basis that no-one can 
be a proper judge of his own case, I would 
like to see the Department concerned appoint 
an independent quantity surveyor to report 
on comparative costs against normal con- 
tractors’ costs, and I feel sure that such a 
step would be of great service to the indus- 
try and probably to the public as well. If 
there is any reason to prevent expenditure 
of local authority money in this way, I am 
sure that there are enough contractors inter- 
ested to subscribe to the cost of the service 
tequired. 


Birmingham. 


Impact Noises on Floors 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

IR,—1I have noticed in a recent issue that 
manufacturers of cork tiles have in- 
in their advertisement a table of com- 
parative impact noises of different floor 
coverings, and I shall be glad if you will 
| afford me the opportunity of making some 
| observations with a view to correcting a 
Possible misapprehension which may have 

been created in the minds of the public. 
Since the table is worked out to two places 
of decimals, I presume that the test purports 
to have been carried out on scientific lines. 
It is therefore surprising that the conditions 
| Under which the test took place were not 
slated. For instance, was the test for each 
material carried out on the same piece of 
oor, and how was the floor covering fixed 
to the floor in each case? These are two 
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important factors in acoustics. If we assume 
that all the coverings were fixed to the same 
piece of concrete (part of which is listed 
as having been used in the test), does it not 
sound reasonable that a hardwood block 
firmly bedded on to the concrete should 
record nearly ten times the noise that the 
base concrete records? 

Are customers impressed by a test involv- 
ing the dropping of steel balls? Or is the 
insinuation that the balls of their feet are 
made of steel? If balls must be used, why 
not leather cricket balls (to lend a topical 
note) or rubber balls? I suggest that these 
would give entirely different results and 
would much more resemble foot traffic than 
steel balls. 

As it happens I am in a very good posi- 
tion to assess the practical difference in noise 
between cork tiles and hardwood blocks, 
since we have in my firm’s office a cork tile 
floor abutting on to a hardwood block floor, 
both fixed to a suspended concrete floor. 
The difference in noise in walking over the 
two is not very noticeable, and yet, accord- 
ing to the advertised table, it is said to be 
200 times. 

Incidentally, it would be interesting to see 
the results of an abrasion test on hardwoods 
and cork. 

When all is said and done, cork is only 
the bark of trees, and one must not expect 
too much from it. Strangely enough, the 
honest-to-goodness wood of trees which can 
be obtained freely in all colours and all den- 
sities to suit the tastes of the most fastidious, 
costs very little, if any, more than the bark. 


F. W. VIGERS. 
Chairman, The Hardwood Flooring 
Manufacturers’ Association. 

14, New Bridge-street, E.C.4. 


Jointing Stoneware Pipes 


To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 

IR,—Further to recent correspondence 

upon this subject, may I add that I have 
found it to be a tendency these days for some 
local authorities definitely to insist that tarred 
gaskin or hemp shall not be used for joint- 
ing stoneware drain pipes. 

Your correspondent, Mr. G. W.° Harris, 
states that the purpose of tarred gaskin is 
to prevent the cement from being pressed 
into the bore of the pipe. In my opinion, 
the gaskin solely assists in laying the pipes 
concentrically, and it is my surmise that 
some authorities insist on its omission to 
ensure that the cement fis pressed firmly 
home for the full depth of the socket so 
that it actually penetrates into the bore of 
the pipe, whence it is carefully removed. 

It would be interesting if an employee of 
a local authority who adopts this practice 
were to give his council’s reasons for so 
doing. 

R. A. Ware, L.I.0.B., A.R.San.I. 

26, Cobbles-crescent, 

Crawley, Sussex. 


PROGRESS AT BRACKNELL NEW 
TOWN 

THE BRACKNELL New Town Corporation 
are, we learn, steadily approaching the 
day when they can start actual building work 
on the new town. At a meeting, last week, 
the Corporation ‘approved plans for the 
first sixty houses, which will be used for the 
housing of the various key workers engaged 
in building the new town, as well as for 
police, doctors, and some of the Corpora- 
tion staff. 
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F.0O.B. BUS SHELTERS 
To be Designed by Architects 


A LARGE number of new bus shelters is 

to be built throughout the country as 
a permanent reminder of the Festival of 
Britain, 1951. | Each shelter will bear the 
Festival of Britain emblem—Britannia’s head 
on a compass star—and care will be taken to 
ensure that it will harmonise with its sur- 
roundings. For this purpose a voluntary 
panel of architects is to be appointed jointly 
by the Festival Office, the Rural Industries 
Bureau, and the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 

The initiative for this has come from the 
Festival Office, and gives practical expression 
to one of the main purposes of the Festival 
—to leave behind permanent improvements 
in the amenities of communities throughout 
the country. The Festival Office is em- 
powered to sponsor building ‘projects of 
strictly limited scope, provided-they are in 
accordance with the purposes of the Festival; 
bus shelters in smaller communities through- 
out the country are considered to be one of 
the most important of the projects reviewed. 
The need for bus shelters in the rural areas 
is evident. A plan has now been worked out 
with the Ministry of Works, the National 
Association of Parish Councils, and various 
voluntary bodies representing thousands of 
small communities throughout Britain. Ap- 
plications for licences are now being made 
and are receiving sympathetic consideration. 


Estimated Cost. 


The estimated average cost of each shelter 
will be about £125; but the cost may in many 
cases be considerably less, for it is hoped 
that local craftsmen will lend their skill and 
that others will give materials as part of 
their contribution to  Britain’s natidnal 
festival. 

To make sure that the shelters will fit 
harmoniously into the local landscape, each 
will be designed by an architect with know- 
ledge of rural buildings appointed by the 
local Society of the R.I.B.A., who will 
endeavour to see that local materials and 
crafts are used. 

In the Oxfordshire area, forexample, Oxford 
stone may be used, and in the Cotswolds 
split stone. Bricks, timber, tiles, pantiles 
and slate are other materials that may be 
suitable locally. Some materials are to be 
discouraged—steel because it rusts, glass 
because it gets broken, and imported soft- 
wood because of the serious shortage in this 
material. The design for each shelter 
will be scrutinised by the voluntary central 
panel of architects already mentioned. 

Other considerations to be put to the 
designers are: Uniformity of design and lay- 
out may not be desirable; shape, colour and 
texture must look well against existing back- 
grounds from all sides; in some places the 
surroundings may be improved with shrubs 
and flowers; frames for time-tables should be 
treated as part of the design; floors to be of 
material that will stand up to hard wear and 
damp; and no obstruction to passengers’ 
view of coming road traffic. 

The first shelter will be completed by the 
end of this year, and it is hoped that a great 
many will be finished by the time the Festival 
of Britain opens in May, 1951. 

The National Association of Parish Coun- 
cils will soon issue a circular to their con- 
stituent bodies giving them all the informa- 
tion necessary for the parish councils to put 
their schemes under way, including some 
general notes of guidance on how best to 
meet local needs. 
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SURVEY OF RIGHTS OF WAY 
The Progress Achieved 


VER six months have now passed since 
the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act came into force and an 
assessment of the progress achieved in the 
survey of rights of way under Part IV of 
the Act is given in an article by MR. R. V. 
VERNEDE, B.A., assistant secretary to the 
Commons, Open Spaces and Footpaths Pre- 
servation Society in the July issue of the 
Society’s Journal. We are indebted to the 
Society for permission to reprint the follow- 
ing extracts from Mr. Vernede’s article :— 

On February 17 last, the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning issued Circular No. 81 
to every county council in England and 
Wales, reminding them of their duty to make 
arrangements under Section 28 of the Act 
for the collection of the information required 
to enable them to publish the draft map and 
statement and sent them at the same time 
sufficient copies of the circular and of the 
Society’s memorandum “Survey of Rights 
of Way ” for every borough, urban and rural 
district council and for every parish council 
and parish meeting in the country. 

From information obtained, it is clear that 
most county councils have given, or are now 
giving, the matter of the survey their serious 
attention and have either completed or are 
now completing their arrangements under 
Section 28 of the Act. A strong indication 
was given in the Act itself that the parish 
and district councils should be given the 
chance to collect and submit the necessary 
information and it was laid down that they 
must in any case be consulted as to the 
arrangements to be made for this purpose. 
It is satisfactory to find that most county 
councils have decided to invite the parish 
and district councils to undertake this task 
and have also agreed to supply them with 
maps for the purpose. It is also a matter of 
satisfaction to the Society that most 
county councils have approved the sug- 
gestions contained in the Society’s memoran- 
dum both for the marking of the working 
maps and for completing the schedules which 
will accompany the maps. 

The normal arrangement made under 
Section 28 is that borough and urban district 
councils will prepare their own maps and 
schedules and return them to the county 
council; that rural district councils will do 
the same in respect of parishes without a 
parish council; and that parish councils, 
after completing their maps and schedules, 
will either return them direct to the county 
council or, more commonly, through the 
rural district council, who may be asked to 
collate and comment, but will not delete or 
alter the entries made by parish councils 
without their agreement. 

In only three counties, so far as known to 
the Society at present, has this normal pat- 
tern been departed from, although, of course, 
there are minor variations in the application 
of the normal scheme. The special arrange- 
ments being made in these three cases—to 
which a fourth at present under considera- 
tion may be added—are due to the fact that 
partial, and in one case complete, surveys 
have been made recently by the county coun- 
cils concerned. Even so, in all save one 
county, it is proposed to submit the informa- 
tion. already obtained for the consideration 
and approval of parish meetings in com- 
pliance with the spirit of the Act. 


Time Limits. 
Eleven county councils to our certain 
knowledge have fixed time-tables. Three 


require the maps and schedules to be com- 
pleted and returned by September 30 next. 
In two cases this expedition is probably justi- 
fied; in the third it is open to doubt, to say 
the least. One county council wants the 
information by October 31 next; three by 
the end of 1950, and two by the end of 
March, 1951. One or two county councils 
propose to publish their draft maps serially 
by rural districts and in one county at least 
it is proposed to start doing so very shortly. 
In one county, where the information is 
required of parish councils by the end of 
this year, the rural district councils are being 
given 10 months’ time in 1951 to iron out 
anomalies and clear up doubts arising on 
scrutiny of the maps and schedules received 
from parish councils. This would appear to 
be a sensible arrangement. Because a county 
council has not yet fixed a time-table it does 
not follow that it will not watch closely the 
progress of the survey in the parishes and 
other areas. It is likely that definite pro- 
grammes will be drawn up by most county 
councils after they have gained some experi- 
ence in the survey. 

Conditions vary greatly over the country, 
but it would seem that most parishes should 
be able to supply the necessary information 
by the end of March, 1951, and that county 
councils should be able to start preparing 
their draft maps by the autumn of 1951 at 
the latest. 

It is interesting to compare decisions as 
to the department of the county council 
which will be responsible for-dealing with 
the survey. In 25 counties the highways 
committee and the surveyor, in eight counties 
the county planning committee and planning 
officer, have been made responsible, while 
in two counties both departments have been 
made jointly responsible. 

On February 18 last, steps were taken by 
the voluntary bodies chiefly interested in the 
survey and organised on a national basis, 
to form a central rights of way committee, 
to watch over and, where necessary, organise 
voluntary action in support of the survey at 
county or area level. To the bodies which 
have nominated representatives to this com- 
mittee has now been added the National 
Federation of Women’s Institutes. This com- 
mittee has sent out a letter and questionnaire 
to every county council in order to find out 
how they propose to tackle the survey and 
utilise voluntary information and assistance, 
if any available. 

Out of 37 county councils which have 
replied, 26 have welcomed the offer of volun- 
tary assistance. In four counties definite 
arrangements have been made by the county 
council for obtaining information from 
voluntary sources other than, but in addi- 
tion to, the information being supplied by 
parish and other councils and there appear 
to be good prospects of securing similar 
arrangements in at least nine other counties. 
Most county councils clearly prefer that this 
information should be given to parish and 
district councils direct. 

Meanwhile, in at least 35 counties, 
wherever their man-power permits, organised 
branches of the Ramblers’ Association, the 
Youth Hostels Association, the Co-operative 
Holidays Association, the Holiday Fellow- 
ship, local Footpath Societies and similar 
bodies are checking the paths which they 
consider public.on their own maps in order 
to be ready to scrutinise the official draft 
maps and statements when they are published 
and to offer this information to the local 
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authorities concerned if they want it before 
the draft maps and statements are published, 

Representative committees ef voluntary 
bodies have been formed in about 17 coun- 
ties and conferences of voluntary bodies 
interested in the survey have been held jp 
14 counties. The Society’s officers, and 
office-bearers and members of affiliated 
societies and of the Ramblers’ Association 
have been actively engaged addressing meet: 
ings of parish councillors and others on the 
subject of the survey and how it should be 
carried out. 

And what is the response of the parish 
councils and of other local authorities who 
have been asked to undertake this respon- 
sible and in many cases onerous task? It 
is clear that in the majority of cases they 
have recognised the usefulness of the survey 
and agreed to do their best to supply the 
necessary information. Naturally there has 
been some controversy. Doubts seem to 
centre round (1) the ability of parish councils 
to perform what is required of them, (2) the 
amount of information required, especially 
about paths which are apparently no longer 
used or required, (3) the extra trouble and 
expense likely to be incurred in maintaining 
all the paths which are required to be shown, 

A great deal of patient explanation, 
encouragement and advice will be necessary 
if the requirements of the Act are not to be 
made to appear more formidable than they 
really are to parish councillors and others 
engaged in the survey. 


OBITUARY 
Hugh Macintosh, F.R.I.B.A. 

H. V. Molesworth Roberts writes: The 
death, on July 22, of Mr. Hugh Macintosh, 
F.R.1.B.A., was briefly recorded in your issue 
of August 4, but some account of his accom- 
plishment seems called for. Mr. Macintosh 
practised for many years in Croydon and 
district, and several buildings there are to his 
credit, including a block of offices and 
Wilson’s café, in North End, probably best 
known to the public, and a skilful adaptation 
of several gabled buildings, producing inter- 
nally the cherished “Elizabethan” atmo- 
sphere without slavish copyism, and, indeed, 
with much individuality. In Wallington he 
designed the simple but dignified District 
Nurses’ Home, Montague-gardens, and 
Rectory-lane, a two-storey building set well 
back behind its forecourt; a broad corner 
treatment was obtained by an entrance at 
45 deg. with flattish octagonal bays round- 
ing off the intersections. ‘ 

His only London building (as far as one 
knows) was Crossway Central Mission, New 
Kent-road and Gurney-street, Southwark, 
for the London Congregational Union, at the 
beginning of the century. 

In short, although Macintosh never had 
the chance of doing anything spectacular and 
what he did do was rarely illustrated, he made 
a distinctive contribution. By simple means 
he produced original and _fresh-looking 
results without straining at originality and 
without sacrificing the subconscious memory 
of the English past, and thus, with other men, 
helped to bridge the gap between two (no 
doubt falsely) antithetical schools of thought. 

In private life Macintosh quietly exercised 
lasting influence, for which the writer has rea 
son to be grateful. Among other activities he 
encouraged local musical talent and was 
chairman of the Wallington branch of 
*““Copec” (Christian Social Conference) of 
1924. For some years he had practised, 
under the style of Hugh Macintosh and Part: 
ners, with his son, Mr. L. A. Macintosh, 
A.R.I.B.A., and several of their joint works 
have been illustrated since 1937. 
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RURAL PLANNING 
The Need for Flexibility 


ADDRESSING a sessional meeting of the 

Royal Sanitary Institute at Newark- 
on-Trent on July 6, Mr. REGINALD Kipp, 
BSc., M.LC.E., M.T.P.I., County Surveyor 
and Planning Officer, Nottinghamshire 
County Council, emphasised the need for 
flexibility in the application of modern plan- 
ning principles to rural areas. 

Speaking of the planner’s concept of rural 
land, Mr. Kidd said that much thought had 
been given to the problems of town planning, 
but county or rural planning was still far 
from being a recognised science. Planning 
practice in respect of urban areas more or 
less permitted, within practical limits, the 
adoption of certain standard formule, but 
in regard to rural areas the land of this 
country varied considerably in its physical 
features, fertility and use, and rural settle- 
ments varied in extent and character, with the 
result that rural planning had of necessity, 
to be flexible, and no single policy could be 
devised as applicable to such variables. 

It was not until 1938, he said, that official 
recognition was given by the Ministry of 
Health to rural zones in planning schemes. 
For proper application of this principle a full 
realisation was required of values and needs 
of the countryside. To the planner it was 
not just all rural land that seemed desirable 
of preservation for some purpose or other— 
it was in the main composed of land, a 
valuable commodity, to be used carefully and 
designedly in the best interests of the nation. 

Mr. Kidd continued: 

Portions of the area of the countryside are— 
(i) subject to urban influences and so not of 
high agricultural or not in general of high 
amenity value; available for urban expansion; 
(ii) within green belt related to ‘urban 
areas and required to provide milk and 
market garden produce for the adjoining and 
enclosed urban area, while also enabling the 
flow of fresh air to the towns and facilities for 
recreation; (iii) agricultural land beyond the 
green belt related to the town areas; agri- 
cultural development of such land is required 
to stock the national larder, or in the case of 
commercial woodlands to supply the demand 
for home grown timber; (iv) woodlands, 
amenity areas, moors, hills and mountains-— 
national parks—of value for health and 
recreation, nature reserves, bird sanctuaries, 
etc.; (v) land required for building develop- 
ment, both industrial and residential, includ- 
ing existing villages. 

This last-named may be listed last as least 
perhaps in area but not in importance; no 
priority list on a basis of importance could 
be drawn up as all the factors are comple- 
mental and the whole is incomplete and un- 
balanced without a proper proportion of each 
one.—It is the planners’ job to ensure that 
completeness and proper balance is achieved. 


The Problem. 


Defining the problem of rural planning 
the speaker continued:—One point im- 
mediately emerges from statistics on the 
national economy, namely, the need to con- 
serve as much land as possible for agriculture 
and so maintain the highest possible home- 
Produced contribution towards the nation’s 
food. This implies restrictions and control 
‘of land for other uses, for example, for 
housing in the country. 

As we know them to-day many controls 
are Mere restrictions, but in town and coun- 
tty planning contrel should be constructive, 
Positive and not merely negative, guiding 
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develapers in how they can achieve their own 
aims, consistent with the code of good plan- 
ning behaviour. And so arises the need to 
apply strict standards to building develop- 
ment in rural areas. 

It can be said that there are two schools 
of thought on the planning of rural com- 
munities—the sentimentalists and the realists. 

The sentimentalists would prefer to leave 
the “ old charm villages ” well alone and say 
“No” to any suggestion that new develop- 
ment should be permitted within the con- 
fines of the village in the belief that the 
modern design and construction of houses and 
industry would destroy the village character 
and amenities. The realists, on the other 
hand, argue that the instinct to preserve the 
traditional village should be resisted. Their 
argument is strengthened by the fact that 
during the last generation the village has 
lost its community spirit due to the elimina- 
tion of rural crafts. 

Recent surveys of industrial towns indicate 
that a large proportion of the workers daily 
travel many miles to their work from out- 
lying villages, expending unnecessarily time, 
energy and cash. If, conversely, industry 
were decentralised and factories taken into 
country towns and villages, the demand for 
houses in rural areas would become a major 
problem of rural planning. The solution is 
to balance the agricultural activities with in- 
dustrial enterprises in each settlement, and 
thus recreate the village as a social unit. The 
aim in design should be charm and hygiene 
with social unity and balanced economy. 
This is a realist’s solution, and it is the prin- 
ciple behind the new towns now in course of 
construction in this country. 

Where there is no industrial pull from a 
nearby town, a full social life in rural areas 
can be achieved by grouping several villages 
and concentrating all the development in a 
central village, thus providing a full com- 
munity life for the whole group. 

One of the most important decisions in 
rural planning involves the selection of exist- 
ing settlements or villages to form major and 
minor centres for rural areas to be provided 
with full social, educational and health ser- 
vices easily available to all people living in 
the countryside. The economics of the pro- 
vision of complete public services, including 
of course main drainage, is an important 
aspect. 

Following are extracts from 
mainder of Mr. Kidd’s remarks:— 


the re- 


Control of Rural Development. 


In the past there has undoubtedly been 
a tendency on the part of some local plan- 
ning authorities to refuse permission for 
the provision of new houses for people 
already living in a village, if the village has 
not been selected for expansion. It is now 
considered that, unless there is actual danger 
to health or some other equally important 
reason, it would be unjust to refuse anyone 
who belongs to a particular village the right 
to build a new house there. Furthermore, 
there may be good reasons for allowing small 
additions to such villages, and at this stage 
it would be well to consider the structure 
of a normal village population. In the aver- 
age village we find that the population 
usually consists of three groups: (i) those 
who work on the land; (ii) people employed 
on rural service industries; (iii) retired people 
and professional and business people who 
travel daily to town. 

Such villages often make up in charm and 
local community sense what they lack in 
convenience, and many people to-day are 
prepared to do without services of the highest 
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standard so long as they live in a place which 
particularly attracts them. It is only right, 
then, that careful consideration should be 
given to every village before a decision is 
made to discourage further development. An 
admixture of people in group (iii) may do 
much to produce a better balanced commu- 
nity; the rural atmosphere of the village can 
be retained by careful selection of building 
sites and by intermingling old with new and 
the avoidance of complete building up to 
produce a main street effect where orchards, 
lawns and other open spaces are now inter- 
spersed between buildings. 

One of the most controversial problems of 
rural planning control is that of isolated 
dwellings in the country. It must be ad- 
mitted that in the past it has been the 
policy of many local planning authorities to 
refuse applications for isolated dwellings in 
the country, unless there were very strong 
agricultural reasons in support of the appli- 
cation. The most common cases covered by 
applications are farmworkers’ cottages, 
houses for smallholdings and private houses 
for people who express specially strong de- 
sire to live in the country. 

Unless it could be proved that it was 
essential for a farmworker or a smallholder 
to live on the job, or that the private person 
wishing to construct a country house owned 
and included in the curtilage a substantial 
area, not less than five acres, the applications 
were refused on the grounds that the pro- 
posed dwellings would be injurious to the 
amenities of the countryside, and that ade- 
quate sanitary facilities were not available.., 
At the same time, an endeavour was made to 
interest such applicants in the selection ofa, 
site within the nearest village where -the 
applicant’s family would have the benefits 
of all the existing social facilities and. public 
services. 

The Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning have recently issued most helpful notes 
on this question for the guidance of local 
planning authorities, and the gist of the 
matter is that each application, for an 
isolated house in the country should be 
considered on its own merits and the light: 
of four factors, namely: (1) Agricultural in- 
terest; (2) rural amenities; (3) road safety; 
and (4) administrative economy. 

With regard to agricultural interest, if it 
can be proved that the proposed building 
site will not take up valuable agricultural 
land and thus not interfere with the agricul- 
tural economy of the area, the site could be 
considered satisfactory from this point of 
view. There are certain parts of. Notting: 
hamshire where the land is of little agricul- 
tural importance and where such sites could 
be permitted. 

On the second point, that is, rural ameni- 
ties, a well-designed house constructed. in 
suitable materials, if properly sited in relation 
to the landscape, may enhance rather than 
disfigure the countryside. 

Thirdly, if the access to these isolated 
dwellings does not interfere with the safety 
or efficiency of important highways there 
should be no objections from a highway 
point of view. , 

Fourthly, that is, administrative economy, 
there is no doubt that isolated dwellings 
have, in the past, resulted in unjustified de- 
mands upon public utilities. The Ministry 
of Town and Country Planning now state 
that if it is made clear to the applicants that 
they are not entitled to expect piped water, 
electricity, or social facilities, then, provided 
the site has passed the other previously 
mentioned conditions, such applications 
could be approved, subject to the applicants 
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themselves providing an adequate water 
supply and proper sanitation. 

If all the defined requirements are satis- 
fied in particular cases, there may be no ob- 
jection on physical grounds so far as the 
public aspect is concerned. From the point 
of view of the occupiers, however, they may 
be conscious of lack of social and commu- 
nity life. 

Before leaving the question of isolated 
buildings in the countryside, it must be 
s‘ressed that each application must be con- 
sidered on its merits, for what is right in one 
part of the country may be wrong in the 
other, and it must be remembered that be- 
cause the local planning authorities permit 
an application in one particular spot, it does 
not follow that they will give further per- 
missions on adjacent sites. 


Extractive Industries. 


Extractive industries are making, and will 
continue to make, great incursions into the 
countryside. Here statistics of demand for 
commodities, such as sand, gravel or gypsum 
over a period of years are necessary and 
quantities converted to acres of land in a 
given period. The need for proper co- 
ordination between various uses is emphati- 
cally brought home when dealing with the 
needs of such industries, whether for exca- 
vation or tipping of spoil, and it is now com- 
mon practice to attach conditions to consents 
requiring treatment of the site after comple- 
tion of permitted work, whether by way of 
reinstatement for agriculture or tree-planting 
for screening, as the case requires. 

Conspicuous among public utility under- 
takings at the present fime are the very large 
high voltage overhead power-lines radiating 
from new power stations throughout the 
country, as for example, at Staythorpe, near 
Newark. It is inherent in the siting and 
function of these stations that they should 
transmit power to other stations on a super- 
grid system, and in addition thereto, and in 
fact in certain instances side by side, are 
the area distribution lines. We must be re- 
signed to the fact that these large over- 
head lines will, if they have not already done 
so, become a recognised part of the 
English countryside. One has experience of 
investigation directed towards the siting of 
alternative routes through semi-industrial 
country in place of pleasant rural country- 
side, but the additional cost involved in 
extra length is prohibitive. It can at least 
be said that the catenary curves of the over- 
head lines suspended between tall towers are 
graceful and not unduly obtrusive. 

No little thought has been given. to the 
preservation of amenity woodlands, and pro- 
vision is made in the Act and the Regula- 
tion for the making of Tree Preservation 
Orders. The word “preservation” used in 
this sense requires some qualification, as no 
man can preserve any tree indefinitely, and 
standing trees, which may now provide an 
amenity feature, on reaching over-maturity, 
become anything but beautiful. Preserva- 
tion in this sense implies control over felling, 
according to a pre-determined plan of felling 
and replanting in phases; this is a highly 
specialised matter and only on expert ad- 
vice from a qualified forester can it ade- 
quately be dealt with. 

In conclusion, the speaker referred to the 
land requirements of Service Departments, 
and observed that in some areas of particu- 
lar scenic beauty every effort must be made 
to prevent spoliation, but nevertheless some 
minor degree of public enjoyment might 
have to be sacrificed in the interests of 
national security. 
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EXEMPTIONS FROM 
DEVELOPMENT CHARGE—2 


The Town and Country Planning 
(Development Charge Exemptions) 
Regulations, 1950 (Statutory 
Instrument, 1950, No. 1233) 

By Norman P. Greig, B.A., Barrister-at-Law. 
JN the previous article we dealt with 

paragraph 1 of the Schedule to the 
Regulations, which contains certain building 
and rebuilding operations which are to be 
exempted (as to payment of Development 


Charge) from the provisions of Part VII 
of the 1947 Act. 


Paragraph 2.—The conversion of houses 
into separate dwelling-houses, 

As previously mentioned, a new exemp- 
tion is introduced here. The exemption 
relates to the use as any number of separate 
dwelling-houses of not more than three 
adjacent buildings, each of which was origin- 
ally erected as a single dwelling-house, pro- 
vided either (a) it was used for residential 
purposes on July 1, 1948, or (b) where a 
building which was requisitioned on that 
date was used for residential purposes at 
the beginning of the requisition period or 
(c) is a building substituted for one destroyed 
or demolished between January 7, 1937, and 
July 1, 1948, provided it is not a building 
which sustained war damage, and the War 
Damage Commission have determined that 
such damage involved total loss and that a 
value payment is appropriate. This build- 
ing, also, must have been used for residential 
purposes immediately before its destruction, 
or would have been so used but for the 
fact that it was requisitioned land. 


3. Changes of use of certain buildings. 

Reference is made here to the classes set 
out in the schedule to THE TOWN AND CouN- 
TRY PLANNING (USE CLASSES) ORDER, 1950 
(S.I. 1950, No. 1131). 

The following exemptions show a con- 
siderable extension :— 

(1) In the case of a dwelling-house, the 
use aS a shop or any part of it with an 
aggregate floor space not more than 200 
sq. ft., provided this use is combined with 
the residential use of the dwelling-house. 

(2) In the case of a dwelling-house in 
existence on July 1, 1948, its use for a resi- 


dential or boarding school or a residential‘ 


college (Class XIII); as a home, etc., for 
boarding, care and maintenance of children, 
the aged, or persons under disability, a con- 
valescent home, nursing home, sanatorium 
or hospital (other than those in Class XVI) 
(Class XIV); as a health centre, school 
treatment centre, clinic, créche, day nursery, 
dispensing or consulting room or surgery 
attached to a doctor’s house (Class XV); 
as a hospital, home or institution for the 
insane, mental defectives, or epileptics, or a 
home, etc., for detention under an order of 
the court for persons to reside there as a 
condition of a probation or supervision order 
(Class XVI); as an art gallery, museum, 
public library or reading room, public hall, 
concert hall, social centre, etc., or a non- 
residential club (Class XVII). 

(3) No comment. 

(4) In the case of a building used as a 
general industrial building (Class IV), its 
use as a light industrial building for any 
purpose (Class III). 

(5) No comment. 

(6) In the case of a building used for any 
of the purposes included in Classes XIV to 
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XVII (see above), the use of that building 
for any other of those purposes. 


4. Changes of use in a building used for 
more than one purpose. 

(1) Where a building or other land in the 
occupation of a person who uses it in 
accordance with a planning permission 
granted or deemed to be granted under Part 
III of the 1947 Act (Control of Develop- 
ment, etc.) as to part only for a particular 
purpose, the use for that purpose of any 
additional part not exceeding one-tenth of 
the cubic content of the part of the building 
used, or one-tenth of the area of the land, 
as the case may be. 

(2) Where a building is occupied by a per- 
son who uses it in part for one of the pur- 
poses of Classes III to IX of the T. and 
C.P. (Use. Classes) Order, 1950 (above 
alluded to), and as to part for any other 
of those purposes, the use of an additional 
part of the building for any of the purposes 
for which the building is so used. 


5. Development under Housing Act, 
1949, 


The carrying out of operations and insti- 
tution of uses in accordance with proposals, 
arrangements or applications approved 
under Part II of that Act. 


6. Development within the curtilage of a 
dwelling-house. 

The erection, construction, and placing, 
maintenance, improvement or other altera- 
tion of any building, shelter or enclosure 
(other than a dwelling, garage, stable, loose- 
box or coach-house) for a purpose incidental 
to the enjoyment of the dwelling-house as 
such or for keeping poultry, bees, pet ani- 
mals, birds or other livestock for the 
domestic needs or personal enjoyment of the 
occupants. 


7. Temporary Uses. 

(1) Of land for any purpose for not more 
than 28 days in any year, and the erection 
or placing of movable structures on it for 
the purposes of that use. 


8. Fences, Walls. 


The erection, construction, maintenance, 
improvement or other alteration of the 
above, as well as gates, posts or similar 
structures. 

9, Advertising. 

Operations, or use of any land for dis- 


play of advertisements. 
(To be concluded.) 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 

EXTENSION TO MEDICAL SCHOOL, EDIN- 
BURGH UNIVERSITY. Promoted by the University 
of Edinburgh. Premiums: 1,000, 600 and 300 gas. 
Assessor : Mr. A. G. R. Mackenzie, A.R.S.A., F.R.LB.A. 
Conditions from the Secretary to the University, Edin- 
burgh, on deposit of £2 2s. Closing date : September 30, 
1950. December 9, 1949. 

CITY HALLS AND OFFICES, NAIROBI. Pro- 
moted by the Municipal Council of Nairobi, Kenya. 
Premiums: £550, £450 and £250. Assessor: L. W. 
Thornton White, F.R.I.B.A. Conditions from Town 
Clerk, P.O. Box 651, Town Hall, Nairobi, Kenya, 08 
£2 2s. deposit. Last day for posting designs : October 
19, 1950. January 27, 1950. 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL. Promoted by Coventry 
Cathedral Reconstruction Committee. Premiums : £2,000, 
£1,500 and £1,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
LL.D., D.L., P-P.R.I.B.A., Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A» 
M.A.(Oxon.), LL.D., F.R.IB.A., and Mr. Howard 
Robertson, M.C., A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A. Conditions from 
Secretary of Reconstruction Committee, 22, Bayley-lane, 
Coventry, on deposit of £2 2s. Latest date for applications 
for conditions : October 30, 1950. Closing date : July 2, 
1951, August 4, 1950. 

Dates in italics at the end of paragraphs refer to issues 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competitions 
appecred. 
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CORINTHIAN CAPITALS 
IN CAST STONE 


A Novel Technique 


HE acute shortage of masons and stone- 

carvers has caused a good deal of 
embarrassment among architects and others 
concerned with the erection and repair of 
stone buildings. Obviously, natural stone 
can never regain its place among building 
materials without a great increase in the 
number of traditional craftsmen; but in the 
meantime the cast-stone industry is doing 
increasingly useful work in the production 
of cast-stone masonry and of decorative 
detail for architectural purposes. An instance 
of unusual interest in the second category 
which has lately come to our notice is con- 
cerned with some reconstruction work on 
premises in Upper Harley-street, London, 
which is now being carried out for the 
Commissioners of Crown Lands under the 
direction of Professor A. E. Richardson, 
R.A., F.R.I.B.A. The work to be done here 
included the replacement of a number of 
Roman-stv‘e Corinthian capitals. The 
originals had been badly damaged, but 
enough remained of them to give exact 
knowledge of their design, and it was decided 
to copy them in reconstructed stone, The 
work of preparing plaster models of the 
capitals was entrusted to Mr. Philip Ben- 
tham, a son of the late P. G. Bentham, him- 
self a sculptor of distinction, who carried out 
a good deal of architectural carving, particu- 
larly between the wars. The task here was 
to provide models for nine capitals, two 
being of the double-return type, five of the 
pilaster type, and two of irregular type 





Here the craftsman is seen peeling a plastic-jelly mould from the 


casting of an intermediate acanthus leaf. 
corner leaf, with a casting standing at the side. 


Behind is the mould of a 


further mould is another intermediate leaf. 
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Left: A pilaster capital (note 3-ft. rule at base). 


having a half-repeat set-back at one side. 
The capitals were, so to speak, “ broken 
down” into their elements—abacus, base, 
volutes, acanthus leaves and caulicoli—and 
an exact plaster model was prepared of each; 
the intricacy of the work may be judged 
from the fact that the double-return capitals 
involved as many as 31 separate castings. 


The Method of Casting. 


The method of casting is briefly as 
follows: The plaster model of each part 
is placed face upwards 
in a casting-box and 
covered with clay to a 
depth of about } in. 
Plaster is poured over 
this, with the usual divi- 
sion in two parts, which 
are bolted together at 
the ends. When the 
plaster has set the clay 
is removed, and into the 
cavity formed between 
the model and the plas- 
ter, WVynalaque plastic 
jelly is poured. This is 
prepared from a war- 
time plastic which is 
melted in a thermostatic 
heater at a temperature 
of 415 deg. F. It takes 
eight hours to melt 
down. When the jelly 
has set the casting-box 
is turned over and the 
plaster model removed, 
leaving a perfect impres- 
sion in the jelly. Into 
this mould recon- 
structed stone (in this 
case, Darley Dale) is 
poured, the back of 
each detail being 
finished with a dove- 
tailed piece of stone for 
subsequent casting into 
the bell-line of the capi- 
tal. When the stone has 
set, the plaster case is 
opened and the mould 
with its casting  re- 
moved. As the jelly can 
be flexed in all direc- 


Lying on top of the m gps 
wv , tions it is the work of 
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Right: A double-return capitai. 


only a few moments to remove the casting 
from the mould, which at once returns to its 
true shape, ready for another casting. From 
each of these particular moulds as many as 
40 castings have been made, and we under- 
stand that it is possible to use them hundreds 
of times. The jelly is not liable to tear with 
handling and it may therefore be used for 
the casting of deeply undercut models, as 
in the present instance. Any pockets which 
occur in the castings are filled in by hand. 
The castings are then washed off with 
muriatic acid and given a smooth finish by 
rubbing with carborundum stone. 


Assembling the Parts. 


The final stage of the work is the 
assembly and uniting of the various parts 
to form the complete capital. They are 
supported in their exact positions in a 
plaster negative placed in a large casting- 
frame, tightly packed with sand underneath 
and around, and then cast into the bell-line. 
The space at the back is filled in with 
concrete. No reinforcement of any kind is 
used in these capitals, but two bolts are 
cast into the top of each for hoisting pur- 
poses. Reconstructed stone weathers as well 
as, sometimes better than, natural stone, but 
in the present instance it is understood that 
the capitals are to be painted. 

Purists may be expected to object to the 
casting of architectural features which are 
traditionally carved, and at normal times 
such criticism would be reasonable. To-day, 
however, there are not enough craftsmen to 
cope with the work that needs doing, and 
alternative methods must be adopted, 
particularly in repairs and reinstatement 
where it is necessary to preserve the appear- 
ance of traditional work. The technique 
employed in the present instance is both 
ingenious and effective; the castings are as 
perfect as human skill can make them. The 
work has been carried out by Girlingstone 
(Girlings Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd.) at their 
works at Feltham, Middlesex. 





Electric Light Fittings. 

As the result of further consultations with 
the Electric Light Fittings Association, H.M. 
Customs and Excise have recently issued 
revised information regarding the -purchase 
tax on laylights and louvres. 
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LEEDS BUILDING 
WEEK 


A Review of the Arrangements 


(THE exhibitors at Leeds Building Week 

begin moving in to-day, and it is 
anticipated that by September 8 all stands 
and displays will be ready in time for the 
opening on September 11 of the biggest ex- 
hibition of its kind ever held in this 
country. The work of preparing the 
150,000 square foot site on Hunslet Moor, 
which has been given to the Ministry of 
Works for the occasion by Leeds Corpora- 
tion, is already well under way. 

Three large tented pavilions, arranged in 
H-shaped design, will hold the displays by 
Government and industry, the building 
materials producers, and _ the _ sections 
devoted to training and apprenticeship. 
Behind the pavilions will be the demonstra- 
tion area of “ Machines for the Modern 
Builder,” where 54 manufacturers will show 
their products. In the cinema marquee films 
on building topics will be shown daily and 
in the evenings lectures will be given by 
eminent authorities. Refreshment pavilions 
will be provided for visitors and exhibitors, 
and the centre of the site will be laid out 
as gardens. Other facilities for visitors in- 
clude a mobile Post Office, bookstalls and 
information offices. 

Both old and new materials will be in 
juxtaposition to catch the eye of the 
visitor at the entrance to the Exhibition. 
Brick, the traditional material of the build- 
ing industry, will be used in the entrance 
itself, an archway specially designed and 
constructed to show fine materials and good 
workmanship. Inside the entrance will be 
the Exhibition “ feature,” a 50-ft. mast in 
pre-stressed concrete, the tip of which will 
be of plastic, illuminated after dark. The 
mast, cast in sections and erected on the 
site, will demonstrate a new method of 
stressing concrete. 


The Pavilions. 


The first of the three tented pavilions, 
“Government and Industry,” will be 150 ft. 
by 50 ft., and will house displays by seven 
Government departments, the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
the Federation of Master Builders, the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, the National Council of Build- 
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ing Materials Producers and the Royal 
Institute of British Architects. 

In this pavilion, four Ministry of Works 
exhibits have as their theme greater effi- 
ciency and increased productivity in the 
industry. The first, “‘ Steel Efficiency,” will 
show the efficient and economical uses of 
steel. Another, “ Plumbing,” will contrast 
good with poor practice in domestic plumb- 
ing and hot water installations, and the ways 
in which savings in cost and fuel and a 
better service can be achieved. “Codes of 
Practice,” showing the application of these 
guides to good building, and “Thermal 
Insulation,” demonstrating the best use of 
new and traditional materials to reduce heat 
loss in dwellings, will be the other Ministry 
of Works exhibits in this pavilion. 

The Ministry of Health will exhibit 
typical house plans adopted by local 
authorities in Yorkshire, plans of flats and 
bungalows for old people, three-storey 
blocks of flats, and multi-storey maisonettes, 
and two examples of planning for three- 
storey terrace houses. Drawings and photo- 
graphs of schemes submitted for the award 
of the Ministry’s Housing Medals, includ- 
ing the winning schemes, will also be on 
view. 

The Ministry of Labour and National 
Service stand will feature safety methods 
in the building industry. The exhibit in- 
cludes tubular scaffolding, excavation 
methods, hoists, automatic safe load in- 
dicators, lifting tackle and other items used 
to promote accident prevention. 


i 


The Ministry” of Town and Country 
Planning will explain recent relaxations in 
the planning regulations and types of 
building work which are now exempt from 
the development charge. The Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries’ display will in- 
clude photographs, plans and models of 
agricultural buildings and show the use of 
various building components. 

The Ministry of Education will have on 
view models and photographs of school 
building work. Old-type and modem 
school design will be contrasted. 

The Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research and its Building Research 
Station will display two aspects of their 
work; one showing the effect of prolonged 
exposure to the local industrial atmosphere 
on various types of concrete wall surface 
finishes, and emphasising the need for con- 
sideration, at the design stage, of the effect 
of weathering on the appearance of a build- 
ing; the other illustrates the big post-war 
experiment in house-heating which the 
Building Research Station is conducting. 
An informatior centre will be provided and 
visitors to the stand will also be able to see 
a colour film on fire hazard. 

The Royal Institute of British Architects 
will feature houses, schools and industrial 
buildings which have been designed or com- 
pleted since the war. Planning work, 
including the New Town development, will 
be shown, particular attention being given to 
schemes for the replanning of existing town 
and city centres. ' 

The National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers’ stand will show post- 
war work carried out by members of the 
Yorkshire Federation. Of special interest 
to visitors will be a model of a typical local 
authority house, with visual aids showing 
the actual amount of material and labour 
required. 

The Federation of Master Builders (York- 
shire Region) will have a stand in this 
pavilion which will act as an information 
centre and a meeting place for members. 

The National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives, in their display, will 
show the many-sided activities of the build- 
ing trade unions. 

The National Council of Building’ 
Materials Producers will have among its 
exhibits a cross-sectional drawing of a house 
showing the materials that go into its con- 
struction, and an index of building materials 
wholesale prices showing their relationship 
to industrial materials. 

A second tented pavilion, 260 ft. by 40 ft, 
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is largely given to building materials. Here 
will be housed displays by 13 associations 
and development councils of the building 
materials industry. New materials and new 
ways of applying traditional ones will be 
featured, with demonstrations of their use 
in practice. 

A third tented pavilion, 290 ft. by 40 ft., 
will contain exhibits by the Ministries of 
Works, Education, and Labour devoted to 
apprenticeship and training of youth, and 
the openings available to-day for a career 
in building craftsmanship.. There will also 
be displays of work by students from tech- 
nical colleges in Yorkshire, and practical 
demonstrations of craftsmanship by appren- 
tices and students. Also on view in this 
pavilion will be the Ministry of Works’ 
exhibit ‘‘ Modern Site Organisation,” which 
shows how proper site planning and progres- 
sing can lead to speedier and more efficient 
building. 


Machines for the Modern Builder. 


The important part machines and power 
tools can play in increasing output and re- 
ducing costs has been emphasised in the 
recent reports of the Working Party on the 
Building Industry and of the Building 
Productivity team which visited the United 
States. Fifty-four manufacturers will be 
showing their products in the area behind 
the pavilions, and a feature of this will be 
an 80-ft. scaffolding tower. 

During the Week, lectures by leading 
authorities will be given in the cinema in 
the exhibition grounds. The lectures will 
start at 7.15 p.m. to enable operatives to 
attend. The programme is as follows:— 

Monday, September 11: Addresses by 
members of the Building Productivity 
Team which visited the U.S. 

Tuesday, September 12: “The Work- 
ing Party Report,” by Sir Hugh Beaver 
(member of the Working Party). 

Wednesday, September 13: “ Appren- 
ticeship,” by Sir George Gater, G.C.M.G., 
K.C.B., D.S.O., Chairman of the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council. 

Thursday, September 14: “ Building 
Research,” by Dr. F. M. Lea, O.B.E., 
Director, Building Research Station, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. 

The lecture series will end with an open 
conference on Friday, September 15, at 
7.15 p.m., to be held in Leeds Civic Theatre, 
Cookridge-street, in which the audience will 
be invited to join with leaders of the build- 
ing industry in a discussion on the industry’s 
current problems and topics. 

During the: Week there will also be 
daily showings of films of special interest 
to builders and members of the associated 
professions. Among films to be shown will 
be three specially made for the building 
industry which recently had a successful 
Preview at the Academy Cinema, London. 
They are: “The Task Before the Building 
Industry,” “Care and Maintenance of 
Building Plant,” and ‘“ Watch Your Step” 
(showing how accidents are caused and 
how they can be avoided). 

The aims of Building Week are to show 
the ways in which new methods, new mate- 
tials and machines can increase output and 
Teduce costs; also, to show the progress 
being made with building and rebuilding 
Schemes, the traditions of craftsmanship, 
and to stimulate recruitment to the industry, 
Particularly of apprentices. 

The Week is organised by the Ministry of 
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Works in association with other Govern- 
ment Departments, the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
and the National Council of Building 
Materials Producers. 


REFUSE DISPOSAL 
Possibilities of a New Method 


JY XPERIM ENTS to help solve the problem 

of the disposal of refuse, and which 
incidentally will reclaim derelict land for 
useful purposes, are being carried out by 
the Chemical Research Laboratory, D.S.LR., 
in collaboration with local authorities. 

The disposal of refuse is an important 
and awkward problem. Incineration is 
expensive and even after incineration about 
40 per cent. of the total volume remains 
for disposal. There is also a serious short- 
age of tipping sites. On the other hand, 
many areas of the country are studded 
with large gravel pits and quarries, now 
worked out, most of them filled with water. 
If the rubbish could be dumped into these 
not only would a new and cheap method 
of refuse disposal be available, but con- 
siderable areas of derelict land which could 
be used for housing or agriculture would be 
reclaimed. The disadvantage of this method, 
as some authorities know to their cost, is 
that indiscriminate tipping may easily cause 
a serious nuisance. In some exceptional 
cases this has not happened, but the risk 
is always there. 

The nuisance is caused by the growth of 
living organisms known as sulphate reducing 
bacteria. Those bacteria transform sulphates 
in contaminated waters to hydrogen 
sulphide, better known to most people from 
their schooldays as sulphuretted hydrogen, a 
gas with a very offensive smell. Sulphate 
reducing bacteria exist in almost all soils 
and waters, but do not begin to grow until 
suitable organic matter is fed to them. 


Experiments in Progress. 


When rubbish containing putrescent 
material is tipped into a wet pit the sulphate 
reducers may grow very rapidly and pro- 
duce large quantities of this foul-smelling 
gas. Pits contaminated in this way are a 
nuisance to people living near them. When 
the .wind is in their direction local inhabi- 
tants are subjected to highly unpleasant 
smells. Cases have been reported to the 
Chemical Research Laboratory in which the 
paint of nearby houses has been blackened 
both inside and out and it has been im- 
possible to keep silver and copper utensils 
clean and bright. 

The experiments in progress now are 
being carried out by the C.R.L. in collabora- 
tion with the Twickenham Borough Cor- 
poration. A new refuse disposal works is 
being built in the centre of a ring of wet 
gravel pits,-and it would obviously be 
desirable if the clinker from the incinera- 
tors and the fine refuse which is not 
incinerated could be tipped into them. 

Both the materials have been tested in the 
laboratory. The clinker produced no sulphu- 
retted hydrogen even after long incubation in 
water, but with the fine refuse it began to 
evolve after only 24 hours. The Borough 
Engineer in charge of the scheme has 
suggested dividing one of the pits, containing 
about 120 million gallons of water, into 
lagoons holding about one million gallons, 
the walls of the lagoons being made of the 
inert clinker. The idea is that the fine putre- 
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scent refuse should be tipped so quickly into 
the “comparatively small lagoons that they 
should be completely filled before any 
nuisance develops. If any sulphuretted 
hydrogen should occur it could easily be 
stopped by adding sufficient acid to prevent 
further growth of the bacteria. 

An experimental !agoon has been built to 
test the method on a practical scale. Tip- 
ping of the fine refuse has begun and early 
results are encouraging. It would be even 
better to be able to tip. crude household 
refuse direct into the lagoons without the 
trouble and expense of incineration, and it 
is proposed to try this after the experiments 
with the fine refuse have been completed. 

The ideal solution to the problem would 
be to use another micro-organism which 
consumes the sulphuretted hydrogen as fast 
as the sulphate reducing bacteria produce it. 
There are several types of bacteria which 
consume sulphuretted hydrogen, and the 
possibilities of this method of control are 
being investigated. 


COMPULSORY PURCHASE 
INQUIRY 
Ministry Official Subpoenaed 


A PUBLIC local inquiry into a compul- 
sory purchase order made by the East 
Sussex County Council has been adjourned 
in order to secure the attendance of an 
Official of the Ministry of Agriculture who 
had previously refused to attend the inquiry. 
It is believed that this is the first occasion 
that an Inspector has agreed to use his 
powers to subpoena a Government official. 
The inquiry was into the proposed com- 
pulsory purchase of 33.3 acres of land at 
Burgess Hill, Sussex, for the purpose of 
building a new county secondary school, to 
cost £225,000. The Inspector, who conduc- 
ted the inquiry on behalf of the Ministry 
of Education, was Mr. John S. Gates (of 
Messrs. Wyatt and Son, Chichester). 

Objections to the proposed compulsory 
purchase order came from the Burgess Hill 
Urban District Council and from Mr. A. E. 
Lamb, the owner of the greater part of the 
land involved, as well as from other inter- 
ested parties. The urban council wished to 
see the site further west so as to leave a 
strip 400-ft. wide for future building develop- 
ment. It was stated in evidence that officers 
of the county council and the urban council 
had reached agreement on the point, but 
that the Rural Land Utilisation Officer of 
the Ministry of Agriculture had objected on 
the ground that the proposed alternative 
arrangements would involve greater disturb- 
ance to agriculture. The county council 
had, therefore, reverted to the previous site. 
Although they were willing to make certain 
modifications to meet the urban district 
council’s objections, these did not satisfy the 
latter couneil. 

Mr. D. P. Kerrigan (counsel for Mr. 
Lamb) raised the point whether the hearsay 
evidence of the Rural Land Utilisation 
Officer was admissible, in view of the fact 
that he was not there to be cross-examined. 

Mr. W. R. Edwards (for the county coun- 
cil) regretted that the Rural Land Utilisation 
Officer was not present and said that he had 
refused to attend. 

Mr. Kerrigan pointed out that the Inspec- 
tor had power to subpoena him under the 
Local Government Act, 1933. 

The Inspector adjourned the inquiry until 
after lunch to enable him to telephone the 
Ministry of Education on the point. When 
the inquiry was resumed, the Inspector said 
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that he would hear evidence which had been 
termed “hearsay,” but it would be subject 
to corroboration at a later date by the 
officers concerned. The Inspector added 
that if necessary he would secure the attend- 
ance of these ojiicers by subpoena. 

Evidence was heard over the two follow- 
ing days on behalf of the county council and 
of the various objectors. The inquiry was 
then adjourned until September, when the 
officials of the Ministry referred to will be 
present. 


PUBLIC WORKS CONGRESS 
AND: EXHIBITION 


Show of Constructional Machinery 


Local authorities in Great Britain have 

already appointed over 900 delegates 
to attend the Public Works and Municipal 
Services Exhibition and Congress which are 
to be held at Olympia, London, from 
November 13 to 18. Exhibitors number 250 
and include the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries and the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research. 

The Congress and Exhibition are being 
held under the patronage of H.M. The King 
and under the presidency of the Minister of 
Health, Mr. Aneurin-Bevan, M.P., who will 
perform the opening ceremony. Five gov- 
ernment departments, the various associations 
of local authorities and the leading profes- 
sional institutions of engineers, architects 
and surveyors are represented on ‘the Con- 
gress Council, which is under the chairman- 
ship of Sir Roger G. Hetherington, C.B., 
O.B.E., M.LC.E., a past-president of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers and formerly 
Chief Engineering Inspector, Ministry of 
Health. 


Wide Range of Exhibits. 

The range of exhibits will include 
machinery for road and bridge construction 
and repair; vehicles and equipment for 
cleansing of highways and streets and for 
removal and disposal of refuse; machines 
for building and other constructional work, 
for water supply, sewage purification and 
other purposes. 

There will be equipment and materials 
which contribute to the advancement of 
public hygiene, appliances for ventilation 
and heating, sanitation, health protection, 
public lighting, prevention and control of 
fire; a wide assortment of labour-saving 
devices; equipment for public parks and 
playgrounds, schools, offices, institutions and 
dwellings. 

The provisional programme of the Con- 
- gress includes 26 papers covering a wide 
field of work, which will be presented by 
recognised authorities. The full programme 
of the Congress will be published in Sep- 
tember. 

The Congress Hon. Secretary is Mr. C. W. 


Scott-Giles, M.A. 84, Eccleston-square, 
London, S.W.1. The Exhibition Organiser 
is Mr. J. Pattisson, 68, Victoria-street, 


London, S.W.1. 


F.M.B. Year Book. 

The London Region of the Federation of 
Master Builders has just issued a 1950 year 
book which contains a useful thumb index to 
the various areas in the region whose mem- 
bers’ names, addresses and telephone num- 
bers are listed in alphabetical order. 
other information of interest to builders Y¥s 
also included. 


Much — 
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HOUSING IN ULSTER 


The Work of the Northern Ireland 
Housing Trust 


By a Correspondent. 


"THE fifth annual report of the Northern 

Ireland Housing Trust makes interesting 
reading. The Trust was set up under the 
Northern Ireland Housing Act of 1945 to 
build and manage houses for workers, and is 
financed by loans from the Government. 
There are at present five trustees, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Lucius O’Brien, who are 
not paid any salary or fee. 

It was estimated in 1945 that 100,000 new 
houses were needed in Northern Ireland, and 
since then the Trust up to last April had 
completed 5,128 dwellings, while a further 
3,060 were under contract. 

Housing authorities in England and Wales 
have advantages not enjoyed by those in 
Northern Ireland. It is pointed out in the 
report that many local authorities in Great 
Britain started their post-war building pro- 
gramme with lands and roads available at 
pre-war costs, while all have pre-war houses 
whose rents have in many cases been in- 
creased to keep down the rents of post-war 
houses. Quite frequently a contribution is 
made from the local rates in addition to the 
subsidy provided by the Exchequer out of 
the pockets of the taxpayers. As the North- 
ern Ireland Housing Trust was only set up in 
the Spring of 1945, it has no pre-war build- 
ings to offset to-day’s high costs, and has, of 
course, no rates to fall back on, but must 
charge everything against rents. 

It is, therefore, all the more creditable from 
the point of view of keeping rents down, that 
the target figure of a rent not more than 14s. 
a week has been maintained. It has to be 
remembered, however, in making any com- 
parisons with England, that the Ulster Trust 
is building a smaller and less elaborate 
house than that allowed in England or Wales. 
The first 4,000 houses built by the Trust 
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were of about 900-sq. ft. floor area. As the 
cost of building rose steeply new designs 
were prepared for houses of 800 sq. ft. built in 
terraces. To-day new types are being built, 


The original house has been re-designed with 


the addition of 30 sq. ft. to give a small par. 
lour with open fire and a kitchen/ living room 
in which the cooking will be done either by 
gas, electricity or slow combustion stove, 
This addition to the amenities of the house 
has not increased the cost materially. The 
Trust is also introducing a larger semi-de- 
tached house of 970 sq. ft. of which a few 
will be included on each suitable estate for 
tenants prepared to pay a higher rent. 


Subsidies to Private Builders. 


The Ministry of Health and Local Govern- 
ment for Northern Ireland, unlike the Min- 
istry in Whitehall, has the power to give a 
subsidy to private builders, who build the 
type of house required at the same price, as ig 
given to housing authorities. The housing 
subsidy in Ulster is the same as that allowed 
in Scotland, £30 every year for the next 60 
years for a dwelling with four rooms. 

It is now agreed that even a rent of 14s, 
a week, which seems moderate as compared 
with the 30s. and more now being charged 
for council houses in England, is often too 
high for an Ulster family. The saving of 
even a shilling in rent quite literally opens 
the door to a whole new group. The Trust, 
therefore, is this year devoting its major 
effort towards obtaining a good serviceable 
dwelling below the present rent of 14s. 

After intensive examination of the prob- 
lem, the trustees for Northern Ireland are 
proceeding to build flats, mainly in two- or 
three-storey blocks. The contracts so far 
placed by public tender show that the cost 
of each flat is materially below that of a two- 
bedroomed house. There are considerable 
savings to be made in roads, footpaths and 
services. It is estimated that these outside 
costs amount to about £200 in the case of 
a house while the cost to be charged to each 
flat is about £120. Flats with two and three 
bedrooms are being built, some with a 
separate inside staircase and some with a 
common staircase. 


Corner Flats. 


In order to share road costs between as 
many dwellings as possible, the Trust has 
taken the unusual course at Cregagh of fill- 
ing in the exterior corners with two-bed- 
roomed flats. In other estates the Trust has 
closed in the open spaces at the corners be- 
tween the gables of the houses by screen 
walls so as to preserve the privacy of a 
back garden. 

At Belfast the trustees are engaged on by 
far the largest housing project ever 
attempted in Northern Ireland—the building 
of nearly 3,000 dwellings on a site south of 
Carnmoney. Unfortunately there have been 
delays in the development of this site owing 
to the conditions imposed by the County 
Antrim planning authorities. The Trust 
appealed against the town planning restric 
tions to the Ministry. It is officially stated 
that a whole year has been lost owing to 
these delays, and that in consequence there 
will be a stoppage for about a year in the 
provision by the Trust of houses around the 
city. 
The report is of interest to all students of 
housing, in view of its frank disclosures of 
the handicaps imposed by too restrictive town 
planning, and of the efforts being made to 
provide: homes at rents which families cat 
afford. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional! circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, Etc. 


£ s. d. 
First Hard Stocks .. 9 5 0 
Second Hard Stocks 815 0 
Mild Stocks ... 710 0 


All loaded free into lorry at ‘the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

At Maiden To Sites in West 


2-in. Nominal Lane Stn., Central District 
Phorpres Bricks. ao 1,000 per 1,000 
d. s. d. 
Commons 8 0 90 0 
a (No del. “at Present .y Stns.) 90 0 
Key 0 2 0 
Callular Keyed (No del. at deste Lon. Stns.)92 0 
Rustics . 8 0 110 0 
Cellular Rustics(No del. at ats % Lon.Stns.) 110 0 
Single Bullnose . 98 0 110 0 
Sandfaced 108 0 120 0 
Cortex Facing Brick 93 0 ee 0 
s. d. 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London oped - 19 10 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) 20 3 O 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) 17 18 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 812 6 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) - ie-@ 
Best Stourbridge Fire wi (London Stns.) :— 
€20d ae eS 
24 in. 17 11 3 3 in. a1. 258 


Giazep Bricks (London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 324 
per cent. for Best, and 274 per cent. for Second quality. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ... 53 10 0 


and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 Oneside &twoends 54 10 0 
Headers 39 10 O Twosides & oneend 56 0 O 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 


& 44 in. Flats50 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours, 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 

Haulage to site 20s. 1, 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 





Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s. d. 
2” per yd. sup. 125 yds. 3-3 
re » 3 6 
3” 105 , 4-4 
47° G3 cavity) per yd. sup. 80 yds. : ; 
| ) 
Haif blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2” per yd. sup. 3” per yd. sup. 
24” 4” 


” ” ” 


CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 
Size 12 x 83 x 2” keyed per yd. super 
Size 12x8gx2)" .. ws » 
Fe fo ra 
Size 12 x 8§ x 4}”_,, 

Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 

HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 

ES 2S & geese a 3 Ve, PE 4 
TLS er 3.6 12x9x4" ... 410 

Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 
STONE. 


a9 
4-9 
5 ee 
3 6 
42 
- 





N 


BatH STONE— 
Monks Park 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at South 

Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random biocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly.............s000000 perft.ccube 6 44 
Note.—1id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 

over 20 ft. average and }d. beyond 30 ft. 

Hoprton-Woop STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 

over 10 cu. ft. ver ft. cube 22 6 
Slabs—Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 

5ft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 





CEMENT. 


Best British Portland Cement. 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards site ......... perton 
Be FN IO aacicéncnutecensipeicrstcexccscccnce 
In non-returnable paper bags charged at 

9/6 net per ton or 6d. each net per sack 

in lots of less than 1 ton. 

In non-returnable jute sacks charged at 9/6 
per ton. 

In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate 
of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 net 
per sack in lots of less than 1 ton. Credit 
on return at 1/6 net per sack. 

“ Ferrocrete”’ Rapid Hardening Cement 

at 6-ton loads and upwards site ............ 

1- to 6-tons site 
In paper bags 9/6 per ton extra. 

“ Aquacrete’’ Water Repellent cement, 31/6 

per ton on ordinary ‘“ Blue Circle” 

prices. In paper bags, 9/6 per ton extra. 

Red, Buff or Khaki “ Colorcrete”’ in 6-ton 

In paper bags, 9/4 per ton extra. 

Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 172/— to 396/- per ton 
(including paper bags). 

“ Snowcrete’’ White Portland Cement (In 
PR INU TINO oc 55 055 aca cassascocbucerasecee 

Under one.ton rowt. 

“417”? Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
In paper bags 9/6 per ton extra. 

Super Cement (Waterproof) in London Area 
31/6 per ton above Portland Cement, plus 
bags. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish...£7 17s. Od. to 
(1-ton lots and upwards, including cost 

of paper bags). 

Ciment Fondu. High aluminous cement, 
one ton lots and up 226/6 ton. Paper bags 
9/6 ton, 


£ d. 
Parian Cement 8 6 9 Keen’s Cement, —— 


PLASTER. 


£ & 
Coarse, Pink 5 11 


» White 5 19 


d. 
9 Sirapite Coarse 
9 Finish 


Above prices for 1-ton loads ‘and over Londo 


Hydrated Lime 
6-ton lots.......+. 


Lump, Lime, 6- 
ny lots 
per cwt. 


Blue Lias Lime, 
inc. bags 6- 
ton lots ... 

Granite Chips, 
6-ton lots 


ei 
Ye 


3 


3 16 


9 


oft 


Hair, 
Stourbridge Fireciay in paper pots £4 2s, od, 


lots at railway depot. 


11 


10 


Standard Specifica- 


oo 


wa 


a 














A NEW PARQUET FLOOR 


WINDSOR 


FLOOR ~ 


Patent Number 544228 
e SEASONED OAK 
e@ CHEAPER THAN ANY 


OTHER HARDWOOD FLOOR 


@ AVAILABLE NOW 





ae 7 
Yorx Srone,. BLue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
SD RI) is a cds assecnsescsensese per ft. super 10 0 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto a a ll o 
3in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
OM SIZES) .....0..eeereseseeseeeee a 49 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random — (paving) ...... Sa a 7% 
14 in. to 2 in. GittO .........000e . iis sa 2 44 
Harp YoRK— 


Delivered at any Goods Station, London 
Scrappled random blocks per ft.cube 14 4 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


SOLE AGENTS: 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 
12, WIGMORE PLACE, LONDON, W.1 


LANGHAM 2256 








MTs WIE) cv decadcosstess per ft. super 10 11 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto i. 12 9 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 

IED. scnssccunacnienarcenatatecs ; aed 6 ll 
SIM. GRC GUO © cccdcccncccece é a: 
2 in. self-faced random flags per yd. super 20 9 


PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 
Piaster (Gypsum) Boards, }in. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery 1/8 sq. yard. 
Wall Boards—3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 12 ft., ox thick. 
yds. and over in one delivery, 1/11 sq. yd. 
Carriage paid to site. 


SAND. 


D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 





St. Pancras. s. d. 
PRONE RUARE «on cccnccicckcnsecnsaveckee peryd. 15 9 
Pit Ballast........... ae a 16 0 
“ren me pa is 2 
Washed Sand ... rece i 17 0 
Zin. Shingle............. as pA 2 
in. Broken Brick & = 17 6 
Patt TGGED~ isccsnscrsensass f & 6 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
OF ROE U6O8 OBIE G CONG onccc ccs cecccccceesesecass Per 


f.o.r. London 


Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ s. d. 
Staffordshire districts ............ccecescesees 00 
Ditto, hand-made, ditto .. 11 17 






Ornamental ditto 

Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made 
(per dozen) —Machine-made 0 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc 
carriage paid in full ae loads to London Rate Station. 
















Per 1,000 actual £ad. £s. da. 
24 by 12 18 by 10...... 36 2 6 
22 by 12 1by9 ...... 216 0 
22 by 11 16 by 10...... 32 3 & 
20 by 12 ies -....; a .3 & 
20 by 10 18 
Nore: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London 
M.O.H. 
S.D. Bis Cocks CRUTCH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
4in. 72/9  j.in. 108/— per doz. 
TorceT Bip Cocks For IRON. 
4in..114/—- } in. 171/- per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 
tin. = in. 1 in. 1} in. 14 in. 2 in. 
72/- die 189/— 312/- 468/— 840/- per doz. 
_S.D.S. Cocks witH Two UNIONS FoR Leap. 
tin, Sin lin. itin. I4in 2in. 
102/— 150/— 312/— 408/— 642/- 1056/- per doz. 
Dous_e Nur BoILer Screws. 
tin. Zins lin. Iting Win 2in. 
17/-  20/- 36/— 68/- 108/— 140/- per doz. 
HEAvy CROYDON BALL VALVES. 
tin. Zin. lin. 1} in. 14 in. 
97/- 150/- 263/- 394/- 570/— per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
Itin. in. 2in. 3in. 3hin. 4 in. 
23/6 33/—- 41/- 79/— 107/—-  139/- per doz 
Brass SLEEVES. 
1gin. 2in. 3in. 3hin. 4in. 
29/- 36/—  67/— 77/—-  101/- per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS 
14x 6 lb. 14x6lb.  2x7/Ib. 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. 76/- 95/-  165/- 235/- per doz. 
Lead S. 90/- 118/- | 190/- 305/- per doz. 
SoLDER.—Plumbers ya Tinmen’s 3/8, Blow pipe 
3/9 per Ib. 
Copper Tubes ......... 1/94 per Ib. Basis. 
ee 1/7} per Ib. Basis. 
Basis prices are subject to extras. 
GLUE. 
Best Scotch Glue.. 
PRUE IDNR wakcchadtucstsavebieasscens 
VARNISHES, Etc. 
CONE VARIO osc iiniscsvevdssaccticseree 1 o 
Fe GO. .scvcss oe 1 0 
Fine Copal ... 1 0 
Pale Copal ..... 1 0 
Floor Varnish ..... 1 0 
Fine Pale Paper 1 0 
Hard Drying Oak ......... a 16 0 
Fine Hard Drying Oak s oa 110 0 
Fine Copa —— a Bia a 112 06 
Best oie 115 0 
Best Japan ren Size 14 0 
Best Black Japan.......... 1 4 0 
Brunswick Black 100 
Berlin Black 1 6 0 
Knotting (patent) ...... 116 0 
French and Brush Polish . 18 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene  ...........-.0+2e0008 15 0 
been 


* The information given on these pages has 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information, Prices are subject 








to 24 per cent. cash discount, 
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September 1 1950 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 





PAINTS, Etc. 

£ sé 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) ......... per gallon 16 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) 16 11 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) cw. 7 9 6 
Genuine White ca Paint (tins free) gall. 2 9 O 
Genuine Red Lead ...... « Ce F454 
Putty (free eda «-, Ome 2.9.9 
pe OS ee ee fkn. 8 0 


Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. 


METALS. 







Joists, Grrpers, &c., TO LONDON STATION. PER TON 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted..: £34 0 
Plain Compound Girders . £38 10 O 
- io Stanchion: £46 0 0 
Sk a eee £58 10 O 


Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


MILD STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 
ton. 








£ % d Digatee. £ . ¢ 
30 8 O in: to 2] in. 28 3 0 
29 13 O 
W.I. TUBES. 
TUBES AND TUBULARS. 
Galv. Class - List price, less 7 per cent. 
ae. i ee » Net. 
Black, ,, A » less 33 - 
” vee ” ” a ” 
» c. 
G1. Hae-Rounp Gutters. imades Prices ex- 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
<. Jo 2/2 7d. 
2/6 7d. 
2/8 1/- 
3/1 1/2 
3/4 1/4 
2/11 9d. 
2/11 1/- 
3/1 1/2 
3/6 1/4 
4/i 1/6 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
Angles. 
Sa 2/8 3/11 
in. «.. 3/1 4/8 
, .. 3/10 5/8 
34 in. ... 4/6 6/7 
4 in. 5/5 7W/il 





NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


















L.C.C, Coatep Som Pires.—London Prices, ex-stock. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
6/2 4/8 5/8 
6/5 5/3 7/- 
7/2 5/8 8/6 
8/- 7/- 9/9 
9/2 Wil 11/5 
L.C.C. CoATEeD DRAIN Pipe. 
cwt. gr. Ib. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 tts, 
4in. 1 1 17 16/8 11/8 20/5 
6in. 20 1 24/11 24/2 41/il 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
TRON. annie Crown, Merchant £ s. d. 
Sl icccdenbicninaedanniesacnmebiaahitaceesinnshink a F © 
Tron.—Staffordshire Marke Bars 38 0 0 
ild Steel Bars 2515 6 
ild Steel Hoops .. Cy: as Ss 
Ex-Merchant’s Stock 
per ton (two-ton) lots. 
Soft Steel Sheets C.R. a lena — £s. d. 
20-gauge ... eee 0 
24-gauge 0 
26-gauge 0 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20-gauge 43 6 
24-gauge Ss 2-¢ 
26-gauge 47 17 6 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 
gauge 442 6 
24-gauge ... ua — & he 
DENG ssatleaddsieuidacnevcaceeves secure Ska 'G 
Per ton. 
: } ~£s. d. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, 1 ton lots ......... 4115 0 


ALL NET. 
METAL Winpows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 


. Prices on application. British Metal Window 


i retiring 
| 
} 





Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
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LEAD, Etc. 
Per ton. 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) £s..¢4. 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 34 Ib. and up ...... 130 15 0 
Pipe in coils 
Soil pipe 





Compo pipe 10 0 

Note.—Country delivery, 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. _ Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex-London area, per ton, £80 0s. Od. Buyers 
Pay carriage. 





GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, oat ae QUALITY. 
UT SIZ Per ft. oe 
NON <n tiieiicdvunCuamauanamia te eassthataeciaacadian 44 
24-oz. clear 33 
ys 7k 
RES.” saevccccnsecsasctaddvemcsredeameeavaeiccendl 9% 


ENGLISH ROLLED” PLATE AND a 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZ 









Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. a 
Rolled plate, § in. — .....ccccrcececssees Tk 
Rough cast, 3/16 in.. 8} 
Rough cast, } in. .. 8} 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral whit Tk 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted 104 
fe eee 6 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 

Chevron Reeded, 4 in. thick ............... 9} 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast doubie 
rolled. Per . ft. 
Wire cast, } in. thick 94 
Georgian Wired Cast 10 





HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. s. d. 
2 6 each net. 





P.B. 2—5} in. x 5} in. x 3} in. 

P.B. 3—73 in. x 73 in. x 33 in. 3 10 pe 
P.B. 32—7} in. x 7} in. x 3 in. 3 10 a 
Radiused Corner Brick to match up “— 

P.B. 2 6 a 
P.B. é 0 Ke 
P.B. 6 0 pS 

TIMBER, SOFTWOODS and 


HARDWOODS. 


Home GROWN TIMBER Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. 

IMPORTED SOFTwoops Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1949, No. 1079, price Is. id. 

IMporTED HARDWOODS PRICE.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price Is. Id. net. 

Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 











M.O.W. Staff Change, 


Major-General H. B. W. Hughes, C.B., 


D.S.O., O.B.E., Ministry of Works Regional 
Director for the South-West Region, will be 
on September 30. He will be 
succeeded by Mr. E. Hughes-Jones,. at 
present Regional Director, North Midlands. 











Having Secured 
the Contract- 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 
Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines} 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hydraulic Diagrams. 

“The Contractors Record and Municipal 
Engineering,” Lennox House, Norfolk-street, 
London, W.C.2, have. recently -.published 
No. 3 of their Hydraulic Diagram series, 
entitled “ Design of Surface-water. Sewers: 
Frequency of Rainstorms.’ The price is 4s. 
for single copies and 3s. 6d. per copy for 
not less than six copies. 


Director’s Death. 

The sudden death has been announced of 
Mr. E. L. Moore, director of Art Pavements 
and Decorations, I.td., of St. Paul’s-crescent, 
Camden Town, London, N.W.1. 


British Standards. 

The British Standards Institution have 
issued the following British Standards: 
B.S. 328, Twist drills and) combined drill 
and countersink (centre drills), price  6s.; 
B.S. 1639, Simple bend test, price 2s.; B.S. 
1651, Industrial safety gloves, price 4s.; 
B.S. 1589, Plastic composition flexible and 
loose-fill thermal insulating materials, price 
2s.; B.S. 340, Precast concrete kerbs, chan- 
nels, edgings and quadrants, price 2s, 6d. 

Copies of these standards can be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Department, 24, Victoria-street, London, 
S.W.1, 


Polytechnic Courses. 

The Northampton Polytechnic, St. John- 
street, London, E.C.1, are to hold a course 
of lectures on “ Refractories, their manufac- 
ture, properties and uses.” These will be 
delivered by Mr. L. R. Barrett, B.A., B.Sc., 
M.S., A.R.ILC., on Tuesday evenings at 
7 p.m., commencing on October 3 and con- 
tinuing until December 5. The fee for the 
course is 30s. Applications for admission to 
the course can be made after September 11. 
The Northampton Polytechnic have also 
issued the prospectus and syllabuses of part= 
time (day and evening) courses in applied 
chemistry for 1950-1951. 


Bauxite in Jamaica. 

The financing of a new’ bauxite develop- 
ment project in Jamaica, British West Indies, 
has been announced by the Economic Ce- 
operation (Marshall Plan) Administration. 
The funds, to be advanced by E.C.A. to 
Jamaica Bauxites, Ltd., amount to $2,500,000 
and £1,500,000. They will finance the con- 
struction of a plant having a production 
capacity of about 40,000 tons of alumina 
(semi-processed bauxite) a year; the purchase 
and installation of plant and equipment, and 
the establishment of related mining and 
transportation facilities. 


Bankruptcies of Builders. 

In an article on bankruptcies, contributed 
by a special correspondent of The Times. 
reference is made to “ The high mortality of 
builders, decorators, plumbers, and: glaziers, 
which has continued for a long time. This 
may be explained by the ease with which 2 
skilled artisan can be tempted to establish 
himself in His own business. At first it 
appears that he needs only his tools and his 
skill, and the little capital he needs to start 
may, perhaps, be borrowed. Hence, in 1935 
310 builders failed, in 1937 316, and in 1939 
215. The figure of 105 for the first six 
months of 1950 suggests that the 1939 total 
will be repeated, although in 1947 there were 
only 78 failures. Decorators, plumbers, and 
glaziers are also nearly back to the 1939 rate 
of wasting.” 
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PREPARING METAL SURFACES 
FOR PAINTING 


Ministry of Works Advisory Leaflet 


THE LATEST ISSUE in the Ministry of 
Works Advisory Leaflet series, No. 11 (‘‘ Pre- 
paring Metal Surfaces for Painting ”), pub- 


lished by H.M. Stationery Office, price 2d.’ 


each, describes in non-technical language the 
treatment needed before painting iron and 
steel, and recommends the best types of 
priming paints to use. Similar information 
is given for non-ferrous metals—aluminium, 
zinc, lead and copper. 

In the treatment of iron and steel the 
operator’s attention is drawn to the need for 
giving special care to rivets, boltheads and 
welds, both when dealing with new factory 
products already primed and when repaint- 
ing; to the danger of rusting from moisture 
trapped beneath the paint; to the advisabi- 
lity of priming edges first, before painting 
the whoke. surface. 

These Advisory Leaflets supply, in handy 
form,. practical information about the re- 
sults of research and the latest developments 
in, . building: practice. Copies of the new 
leaflet, and of previous Jeaflets on other sub- 
jects, are obtainable from H.M. Stationery 
Office. (Post Orders to P.O. Box No. 569, 
London, S.E.1), or through booksellers. 


NEW COMPANIES 


"THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES registered 
in England have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company _ registration 
agents : — 

Seymour Place Holdings; Ltd. (485,333). 
Regd. August 12, 79, Gresham-st., E.C.2, 
bidrs., constructors, etc. Nom. cap,: £1,000. 
Dir.: J. F.. Kearney, 46, Augustines-rd., 
Camden-sq., N.W.1. Shires and Co. (Lon- 
don), Ltd. (485,334). Regd. August 12, 
Greenbottom-wks., Guiseley, Yks., mnfrs. of 
plumbing and sanitary equipment. Nom. 
cap.: £20,000. Dir.: F. C. Harrison, 250, 
Gain-la., Bradford. W. Bissett (Ponteland), 
Ltd. (485,340). Regd. August 12, landscape 


gardeners. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: J. 
Nelson, Hazledene, Prestwick-rd. End, 
Ponteland. Enterprise Builders (Rugby), 


Ltd. (485,306). Regd. August 12, James-st., 
Rugby, Warwicks., bldrs. and decorators, 
plumbers and sanitary and heating engrs. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: F. C. Carter and 
Mary K. Carter, 54, Wood-st., Rugby. 
Market Drayton Building Supplies, Ltd. 
(485,358). Regd. August 14, 46, Walker-st., 
Wellington, Salop. Nom. cap.: £5,500. 
Sub.: R. Caldecott, Lynton-hse., Longstow, 
Market Drayton. Alan Courtney (Stained 
Glass), Ltd. (485,371). Regd. August 15, 
Peace-st., Bolton. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
A. Courtney, 15, Apollo-ave., Whitefield, nr. 
Manchester. Harrogate Wall and Floor 
Tiling Co.,; Ltd. (485,380). Regd. August 15, 
159, Skipton-rd., Harrogate, Yorks. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. H. Baker, 21, 
Church-ave., Harrogate. John Gelder, Ltd. 
(485,385). Regd. August 15, 2, Hillside-ter., 
Baildon, Shipley, Yorks, painters, decorators, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: Mrs. M. 
~ ag 2, Hillside-ter., Baildon, Shipley, 
s. 


A. F. Hawkins, Ltd. (485,398). Regd. 
August 15, 237, Morland-rd., (Croydon, 
Surréy, bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 


£1,500. Dirs.: A. F. Hawkins and Gladys 
M.° Hawkins, 237, Morland-rd., Croydon. 
Alan E. Dent, Ltd: (485,399). Regd. August 
16, 24, Russell-st., Nelson, elec. engrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £15,000. Dirs.: 
A. E. Dent and Mrs. FE. Dent, 11, The Ridge- 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from July 3, 1950. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification 





Aberdeen «........ A Dumfriesshire ....A 
ae A ee rr A 
SRE A Dunoon ......++.. A 
Berwickshire ...... A Pee A 
Bridge of Allan....A East Lothian ...... A 
Broughty Ferry....A oo nanan eee . 
Clackmannanshi Fifeshire .....c006 
a ase Forfarshire .......- A 
Nc ache sioner A 
Dunblane ........ Glasgow .......... A 
Dunbartonshire A Greenock coccccce A 
Dumfries ........ Hamilton eeneA 


A Craftsmen.... 








The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. é 
PP The information given in this table is co 
Painters 


pyright. 
rates: 2/10; Grade A; 2/94 Grade B. 


(Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 





way, Nelson. Alorix, Ltd. (485,401), 
August 16, 14, Green-la., Hendon, N.W.4, 
civil and consulting engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. Dir.: I. Lubbock, 14, Green-la., Hen- 
don, N.W.4. J. W. Powell and Sons, Ltd. 
(485,414). Regd. August 16, 1, Junction-rd., 
Brentwood, Essex, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£6,000. Dir.: J. W. Powell, Barden, 
Mascalls-la., Brentwood. 

T. H. Blyth and Sons, Ltd. (485,469). 
Regd. August 17, Clay Pit-la., Foulsham, 
Norfolk, bldrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: 
£15,000. Dir.: T. M. Blyth, Red House, 
Foulsham, Norfolk. A. V. Johnson (Wal- 
lasey), Ltd. (485,430). Regd. August 17, 31, 
Dale-st., Liverpool, woodworkers and 
glaziers, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: A. V. 
Johnson, 61, Dalmorton-rd., Wallasey, Ches. 
Brabourn Trading Co., Ltd. (485,434). Regd. 
August 17, Brabourn-gr., Peckham, S.E.15, 
joiners, carpenters, etc. Nom. cap.: £300. 
Dir.: C. C. Miller, 112, Grierson-rd., S.E.23. 


OFFICAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Purchases of Copper, Lead and Zinc. 

The Ministry of Supply states that as 
ample stocks of copper, lead and zinc will 
be available to meet consumers’ current re- 
quirements as they arrive, abnormal pur- 
chases by consumers, whether for immediate 








WOOD WORM | 
DRY ROT 





CAN BE CURED WITH 


RENTOKIL 


TIMBER FLUID 


AND 


DRY ROT FLUID 


Both Fluids conform to the highest 


Es specifications: Colourless. Deep 
penetration by brush treatment. 
Permanent. Officially approved and 


recommended. 
IMMEDIATE - DELIVERY. 


RENTOKIEL LTD., 
(Dept. B), Fetcham, Leatherhead, Surrey 


FREE ADVICE ON ALL PROBLEMS 








RELATING TOWORM AND ROT’ 


Regd. or deferred delivery, are unnecessary and 


undesirable. 

To discourage excessive forward buying 
of the metals in the present volatile state 
of the markets, the Ministry decided that 
from August 26 the additional charges for 
forward purchases be increased to the fol- 
lowing amounts:— 


2nd and 3rd months after 4th, 5th and 6th months 
month of order. after month of order 
Previously Previously 
Copper £13 10 £1 10 Copper £15 £3 
Lead £7 £1 Lead £8 £2 
Zinc £13 £1 Zinc £14 £2 


New Iron and Steel Order. 

Under an Order signed by the Minister 
of Supply, the maximum prices of a limited 
range of iron and steel products are 
amended. The principal alterations are 
increases in the maximum prices of electrical 
sheets, wire and wire products. The Order 
—the Iron and Steel Prices (No. 3) Order, 
1950—came into force on August 29, and 
is obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office 
or any bookseller. 


Council of Industrial Design. 

At the Industrial Finishes Exhibition open 
at Olympia until September 7, the Council of 
Industrial Design is showing a selection of 
articles and photographs which emphasise 
the importance of finishing in industrial 
design. Photographs chosen from the 1951 
Festival of Britain Stock List show eight 
objects which have been carefully designed 
in the best way to accept good finishes, 


Lavatory Basins. 

A committee of the L.M.B.A. have for 
some time been discussing the fact that lava- 
tory basins seem so frequently to crack after 
a new basin has been installed. It was fin- 
ally ascertained that the new British Stand- 
ards Specification provides for a basin with a 
bevelled edge at the outlet instead of the old 
type of rebated outlet. This brought the 
metal of the old outlet in close contact with 
the basin itself and was largely the cause 
of the damage. The matter has been dis- 
cussed with the merchants at the Liaison 
Committee with B.I.D., and it was found that 
the new basins are coming out faster than 
the new type of outlet. The L.M.B.A., there- 
fore, consider that it is important to note 
that, where a builder is required to instal a 
new lavatory basin, his representative should 
ascertain whether the outlet is of the right 
type and, if not, to order a new outlet and 
pipe with the basin. This would, of course, 
have to be allowed for in the quoted price. 
The merchants have agreed to help in this 
matter, and will instruct their travellers and 
agents to note it carefully and also, it 1s 
hoped, they will be able to affix instructions 
to the basins. 


2/103 Labourers.... 2/5 
Inverness ........ A Perthshire ........ A 
Inverurie ........ A Peterhead ........ A 
Kincardineshire ..A Renfrewshire ...... A 

. A Rothesay ........ A 

inross-shire ...... A Roxburehshi 
Lanarkshire z oxburg TO cc. cA 

. Bat ote St. Andrews ...... A 
Midlothian ...... A Selkirkshire ...... A 
Monifieth ........ Stewartry ........ A 
Moray and Nairn ..A Stirlingshire ...... A.° 
Newport ........ A Stornoway ........ A 
Peeblesshire ...... A BODE codecveses A 
ME tee eeanecnaa A West Lothian ...... A 
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TRADE NEWS 


Flooring in an Essex School. 


The issue of The Builder for May 26 last 
featured the Cranham Oglethorpe Primary 
School, for the Essex County Council 
Granitic floor tiles for the ablutions, toilets 
and cloakrooms on this contract were laid 
by Messrs. Summers and Co., Station-road, 
Chadwell Heath, to the instructions of the 
Fssex County Architect, Mr. Harold Conolly, 
FR.LB.A. 


Concrete Mixing Loader. 


A new mechanical loader designed to 
increase Output in concrete mixing and to 
reduce the requirements of manual labour, 
has been produced 
by Blaw Knox, Ltd. 

The continuous 
loader, as it is called, 
comprises an ele- 
yvator chain fitted 
with digging buckets. 
The boom of the ele- 
vator digs into stock 
piles, the buckets 
delivering aggregate 
into a swinging 
chute, the discharge 
of which can be 
directed to feed into 
the appropriate com- 
partment of the 
weighbatcher. ‘Fhe 
unit is supported on 
a swivelling mast 
and can deal with 
semi-circular stock 
piles. When used in 
conjunction with a 
three - compartment 
weighbatcher the 
lower boom can be 
raised to pass over the centre stock pile by 
means of an integral hydraulic jacking 
system. 

A choice of diese] or petrol engine or elec- 
tric motor drive is available. 

The manufacturers claim that a continuous 
loader and junior weighbatcher teamed up 
with a single Rex 14S concrete mixer will 
deliver 20 cubic yards of mixed concrete per 
hour with a labour force of only four men. 


Booklet on White Lead Paint. 


The Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., 
Crescent House, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1, 
have just published a very well produced 
illustrated booklet entitled “ Painting with a 
Policy.” It sets out briefly the essentials of 
modern painting technique and planning. 
The photographs show a variety of subjects, 
Tepainted during 1949, for which white lead 
paints were specified. Copies of this book- 
let can be obtained from the company at the 
above address and at Ibex House, Minories, 
London, E.C.2, or Lead Works-lane, Chester. 


A Small Compressor Set. 


A compact air compresser set weighing 
57 lb. is now in production by Colour Sprays, 
Ltd., of 64, Heath-street, Hampstead, Lon- 
don, N.W.3. The compressor is listed as type 
CR.; it is a low pressure unit, robust in con- 
struction and suitable for operating either a 
gravity feed or underslung cup gun, with, it 
is claimed, perfect atomisation. The type 
CR compressor is direct coupled to a 1/3 
hp. electric motor, and the set is suitable for 
Spraying paint, cellulose, polish and similar 
Materials, 
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Aluminium Windows. 

The Northern Aluminium Company, Ltd., 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, have recently» issued 
a new publication “ Aluminium Windows.” 
This booklet contains some interesting refer- 
ences to a variety of cases which exemplify 
the durability of aluminium under different 
atmospheric conditions. Other sections in- 
clude notes on design, manufacture and in- 
stallation and advice on the choice of 
finishes and the methods of cleaning. 


New York Address. 


Doulton and Co., Ltd., of Albert Embank- 
ment, London, S.E.1, announce that the 


new address of their New York company, 
Doulton and Co., Inc., is 11-13, East 26th 
Street, New York, 10. 





A continuous loader in operation. 


Cleanser’s Part in Restoration Work. 

The County Chemical Co., Ltd., Shirley, 
Birmingham, have recently issued a brochure 
entitled “An Interesting Restoration,” which 
is well produced and very informative. The 
brochure deals with the recent renovation of 
the interior of the Chapel of Worcester 
College, Oxford, and gives interesting details 
of its history and architecture. In the work 
of restoration, the main problem was to dis- 
cover a medium to remove the grime and 
restore the interior without harming fragile 

















Colour Sprays Ltd. 
64 HEATH STREET 
HAMPSTEAD N.W.3 


PHONE HAMPSTEAD ooj8 
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surfaces. After trying a number of,cleansing 
agents without success, the contractors 
eventually decided to use “ Chemico ” house- 
hold cleanser. The degree of success achieved 
by the use of this cleanser can be seen from 
the excellent photographs contained in the 
brochure. 


Firm’s Representation. 

The Graviner Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
announce that in future their representatives 
will operate from the factory at Gosport- 
road, near Fareham, Hants (to which 
address all communications should be sent), 
and not from the head office in London. 


New Motor Grader. 

Aveling-Barford, Ltd., Invicta Works, 
Grantham, have just issued a catalogue (No. 
1554) for their new Aveling-Austin 99-H 
motor grader. This grader, which has all- 
wheel drive and steer, is the British-built 
counterpart of the Austin-Western 99-H 
power-grader, and contains ail the features 
of this machine. 


Adhesives in Industry. 

The range of industrial adhesives manu- 
factured and marketed by Aero Research, 
Ltd., of Duxford, Cambridge, is described 
in detail in a well produced, conveniently 
indexed brochure which the firm has 
recently issued. Each of these synthetic 
resin glues has been produced for a specific 
purpose and conforms to the British 
Standard or other specification appropriate 
for its particular type. 


An Educational Service. 

For several years the Aluminium 
Development Association has been laying 
the foundation of a comprehensive educa- 
tional service, and to cope with the growing 
demands on the services provided, the 
association is now further expanding the 
scope of its activities. It has just published 
the first of a series of wall charts together 
with teacher’s notes. The chart and notes 
are supplied with a box of specimens which 
includes raw materials and samples of alu- 
minium alloy as supplied to industry. It is 
left with the teacher to make use of the 
complete teaching unit in the manner best 
suited to his students. At present, educa- 
tional aids on this scale can only be made 
direct to schools and colleges on the appli- 
cation of principals or heads of depart- 
ments. They are supplied free of cost or 
other obligation by the Aluminium De- 
velopment Association, 33, Grosvenor-street, 
W.1. 


Laminated Plastics Display. 

The complete range of patterns and col- 
ours in which Warerite laminated plastics are 
produced will be available for inspection on 
the stand of Warerite, Ltd., at the Brewers’ 
Exhibition, Olympia, from October 2-6. 
These patterns and colours are an integral 
part of the plastics sheet in which they are 
incorporated, a fact which eliminates the 
necessity for painting and redecoration, and 
there are cigarette-proof grades which are 
not marred iby cigarettes stubbed out or left 
burning on their surface. Original artwork 
and printed matter can also be incorporated 
in Warerite plastics. On view for the first 
time will be Warerite ceiling panels. These 
consist of Warerite veneers laid on a special 
light-weight core which facilitates easy hand- 
ling in erection. The examples on view 
demonstrate three different surface textures 
—roughcast, fluted and pinpoint. Smooth 
surfaced ceiling panels are also available. 
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A New Booklet. 

A booklet setting out the qualities of 
“ Faspite,” a retarded hemihydrate plaster, 
and the various uses to which it may be put, 
has been issued by I.C.I., Ltd., 149, Park- 
lane, London, W.1. 


Booklet on Electric Firm’s Products. ' 

The London Electric Firm, Ltd., South 
Croydon, have recently published a new 
booklet describing and illustrating their pro- 
ducts. These include raising and lowering 
gear for interior and exterior lighting, 
searchlight projectors for marine and indus- 
trial use and hand winches for all purposes. 


Equipment for B.E.A. Canteen Kitchen. 

The Jackson Electric Stove Co., Ltd., 143, 
Sloane-street, London, S.W.1, have informed 
us that they supplied equipment for the new 
staff canteen kitchen at the British Elec- 
tricity Authority headquarters. The can- 
teen is capable of catering for between 800 
and 900 people. 

Lime in Building. 

The Southern Lime Association, Hanover 
House, 73-78, High Holborn, London, W.C.1, 
have just issued a booklet ‘The Uses of 
Lime in Building.” It contains chapters on 
the following uses of lime: Mortar for 
Brickwork and Masonry, Internal Plastering, 
and External Rendering. An appendix con- 
tains a list of manufacturers of lime from 
white and grey chalk and a map showing the 
location of members’ works. 


Mechanical Handling Equipment. 

“The Versatile Chaseside as a Municipal 
Worker ” is the title of a recent leaflet issued 
by the Chaseside Engineering Co., Ltd. It 
describes some of the ways in which the 
firm’s mobile mechanical handling equip- 
ment is used by local authorities. It is the 
first piece of literature produced specific- 
ally by the company for a particular group 
of Chaseside users and it is hoped to follow 
it up with leaflets of a similar nature deal- 
ing with a number of industries and trades 
in which Chaseside equipment is also used. 


Semi-prefabricated Roofs. 


Precision Roofs, Ltd., of Templeborough, 
Sheffield, have recently issued a second edi- 
tion of their booklet entitled “ Precision 
System of Roof Construction.” This system 
of roof construction combines a traditional 
toof covering with prefabrication. The 
timber spars and battens are replaced by 
vertical and horizontal steel rods electrically 
welded at all intersections. The grillage is 
made to suit the dimensions of the roof, and 
supplied in panels averaging 6ft. wide and 
up to 22ft. in length. 


Cold Pressure Welding. 


As a result of further investigations into 
cold pressure welding by The General 
Electric Co., Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, 
Ww.C.2, the process developed in the com- 
pany’s research laboratories now includes 
examples of joints which are difficult to 
achieve by any of the usual welding methods. 
These include joints made in expanded 
aluminium, the welding together of different 
thicknesses of material, and a weld made be- 
tween two pieces of solid metal separated by 
wire gauze. 


Film On Timber Drying. 

An interesting film on the kiln drying of 
timber was shown recently for the first time 
to students attending the timber trade’s 
annual summer school at Cambridge 
University. Taken by Mr. David B. Irvin, 
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chairman of the education committee of the 
Timber Development Association, the film 
shows in detail the equipment of a kiln, and 
demonstrates the correct method of stacking 
the timber, the periodic testing of sample 
boards for moisture content and the regu- 
lation of humidity and temperature inside 
the kiln. A point upon which Mr. Irvin 
laid particular emphasis was the importance 
of a meticulous vertical alignment of the 
sticks separating the boards in a pile, in 
order to avoid distortion. 

Rubber Floors Exhibit. J 

How rubber and ebonite products are be- 
ing applied to the brewing and allied trades 
is to be shown in the exhibit of Redfern’s 
Rubber Works, Ltd., of Hyde, Cheshire, at 
the Brewers’ Exhibition at Olympia (October 
2-6). The firm has carried out a consider- 
able number of flooring installations for the 
trade, and one of the main exhibits on the 
stand will be the “ Redfern” rubber floor, 
specially designed for the occasion. Other 
floor coverings will be shown, including solid 
and punched rubber matting, bar surrounds, 
and corridor strips. A selection of advertis- 
ing rubber mats supplied to the trade will 
also be displayed together with examples of 
rubber and ebonite utensils, piping and fit- 
tings,. used by the trade. 

Two A.D.A. Publications. 

The Aluminium Development Association 
has issued new editions of two of its publi- 
cations. The “A.D.A. Directory of Mem- 
bers ” gives the names of the members of the 
council, a brief statement of the constitution 
and objects of the Association and the names 
and addresses and other particulars of its 
member companies. The “A.D.A.—Aims, 
Activities and Organisation ” sets out in some 
detail the aims of the Association, describes 
its activities and outlines its organisation. -The 
breadth of the Association’s activities is indi- 
cated by an account of the more important 
work already accomplished and in progress, 
sub-divided under the headings, development, 
research, technical advisory service, and tech- 
nical education. 
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NEW. BUILDINGS 


Aberdeon.—Corporation propose scheme at Beaton. 
rd. of multi-storey block of ow and nursery, ete., 
for which the achitect is Mr. A. B. Gardner (F.), 


Municipal Housing Officer, baud. st., The Castle. 
gate, Aberdeen. 
Ayrshire.—C.C. to have plans prepared for 


primary school at Ayr-rd., Ayr, for wh-ch the archi. 
tect is Mr. Robert Lindsay (A.), County-bldgs,, 
Wellington-sq., The Sandgate, Ayr. 

Glasgow.—Corporation propose pubtic school at 
The Pinkston-rd., in the Knightswood area, for 
he whic h the ar rchitect is John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath. 

» Gie Aisgow, I.C.2 

"a a $e be prepared for district ser. 
vice depot, etc., for Partick, at the Byars-rd., and 
for which the South-West and Scot'and Electricity 
Board architects, Electricity House, Waterloo-st,, 
Glasgow, W.C.2, are responsible. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new church, ete,, 
at Aboukir-st., Lintbourne, these being in the ‘hands 
of Mr. B. Schofield, The Cottage, The College, 
Hurlet. 

Lanarkshire.—P.ans are in the hands of the 
Corporation architects for the erection of 20 houses 
at the Kildare Farm housing site. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans are in the hands of Mr, 
William Brownlee, 191, Ingram-st., G‘asgow, (C1, 
for” ewe of 160 houses at Tannockshide housing 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. hose with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at. the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications ; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 7. 

*tNorth Riding ©.C.—(1) Erection of 10 houses 
for firemen at Northallerton; (2) erection of part 
of fire station at Skelton. County A., County Hall, 
Northallerton. Dep. £2 2s. for contract (1) only. 
Tenders by September 22. 

SEPTEMBER 8. 

*+West Ham B.C.—22 houses at Odessa-rd. area, 

Boro’ A. and Planning Officer, 70, West Ham-la. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 9. 
*tEast Sussex C.£.—Adaptation of Halsford 
Park, East Grinstead, into Home for the Aged. 
County A., County Hall, Lewes. Tenders by Octo- 


ber 10 

SEPTEMBER 11, 
Health Service (Executive Council for 
Surrey C€.C.).—New counc:] building and _ offices, 
Ewel!-rd., Surbiton, Surrey. Clerk of Council, 
Building No. 50, Richmond Park Camp. Kingston 
Gate, Kingston-upon-Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 

*York T.C.—(a) Block of three-storey maisonettes 
at Holly-terr.; (b) one block of houses at Saxon- 
pl.; (c) block of six flats and one block of houses 
at Thorn Nook, Muncaster; (d) six garages at 
Monkton-rd. ; (e) demolition ‘and rebuilding of 150, 
Tang Hall-la. City E. and Architect, Guildhall. 
Dep. £1 each contract. 

SEPTEMBER 15. 

*Ealimg T.C.—29 garages and 252 outbuildings at 
Northolt Grange estate; 24 garages at S.£. 
Northo:t estate; 12 garages at Bridge Farm estate. 
B.F., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s 

*+East Suffolk C.C.—Two- form entry junior school, 
St. Margaret’s-rd., Lowestoft. E. J. Symcox (F.), 
County A., County a Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by October 20. 

= ll pe Regional Hospital Board.— 
Structural alterations and adaptations at Hexham 
General Hospital. Jenkins. Secretary, 

‘Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2. 

*“+Suffolk and Ipswich Fire Authority.—Altera- 
tions to Framlingham fire station. E. J. Symcox 
(F.). County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by October 2. shes 

*tWest Sussex C.C.—(a) Extension to existing 
bnild:ng at Henfield fire stn., and (b) nurses’ house 
at Yapton. County A., County Hall, Chichester. 

OM 


*tNat. 


SEPTEMBER 18. 

*Aylesbury 7T.C.—Public conveniences at 
Stoke-rd. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bootle C.B.—Repairs, renovations and_ pointing 
to masonry to Town Hall and Centra] Library 
buildings. B.S., Town Hall. 

*East Elloe R.D.C.—Six houses with site works 
at Sutton St. James, Chapelgate; 12 at Sntton St. 
Edmund, Throckenbolt; 12 houses at Wingland, 
Todkill’s-la. K. Atkinson (L.), Mattimore House, 
Holbeach. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*Ltuton T.C.—73 houses at Farley Hill estate. 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 19. | 
*Leicester T.C.—Infants and junior school at 
Whitehall-rd. City A., 10, Loseby-la. Dep. £3. 
SEPTEMBER 22. 
*Bootle C.B.—(a) Building works, and (b) hot 
and cold water and central heating installation at 
slippet baths, Menai-rd. B.S., Town Hall. Dep. 


2 25. 
$ SEPTEMBER 23. 
*Slough T.C.—Six siops with flats over at Oldway- 


la. estate, Cippenham. Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 25. 
SEPTEMBER 29. 
*Bexley T.C.—58 houses at Faygate-cl. estate. 


BE. & S., West Lodge, Broadway, Bexleyheata. 


Dep. £3 3s. 

*Deudraeth R.D.C.—(a) Roads and sewers, and 
(b) 58 houses at Adwyddu site. C., Council Offices, 
Penrhyndeudraeth. Dep. £5 5s. 

SEPTEMBER 30. 

*croydon C.B.—Classroom block, cloakrooms and 
lavatories at Norbury Manor School, Abingdon-rd. 
Chief Ed. Officer, Katharine-st. Dep. £1. 

OCTOBER 12. 

*Southgate B.C.—Dometic fuel store and an- 
cillary works at ‘“ Ashridge Court.” B.E. & S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 
*Sale T.C.—40 dwellings at Baguley-la. site. B.S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £4 4s. 
*Stevenage U.D.C.—42 houses at Langthorne-ave. 
C., Council Offices. Dep. £2. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 25. 
*Gateshead C.B.—Heating and ot water supply 
at Lobley Hill Junior School, Chief A., Swinburne- 
st. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 19. 
*Chichester T.C.—Construction of circular rein- 
forced concrete water tower. Water E. & Manager, 
Council Offices, North-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—Min. of T. and-C.P. approved plans for 
R.C, school at Spring-gdns. (£40,000). Architect, 
T. J. Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick. 

Altrincham.—B.C. propose 30 houses to complete 
Broomwood estate.—Approved plans for garage, 
showrooms and offices for Auto Services, Ltd.— 
Extensions to ‘‘ Arcot’ Hotel, The Downs, for Mrs. 
D. M. Wilkinson.—Additions at Station Hotel, 44, 
Stamford New-rd., and at Old Pelican Hotel, Man- 
chester-rd., for Groves & Whitnalls, Ltd.—Additions 
at Unicorn Hotel, Church-st., and Bay Ma!ton 
Hotel, Seamons-rd., for Chesters Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Aspull.—U.D.C. seek loan of £15,010 for 12 houses, 
Hilton estate. 

Beaumaris.—T.C. approved layout for 30 houses 


for Beaumaris Housing Association, Ltd. Archi- 
tect, 8. Colwyn Ffoulkes, Colwyn Bay. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—U.D.C. to erect 16 houses 


east of John Whitehead Park.—Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., to reconstruct Synthonia Club. 

Blackpool.—T.C. submitted to M.O.H. revised plan 
for maternity and child welfare clinic, Grange Park 
estate. Boro’ E., A. S. Hamilton. 

Boldon.—U.D.C. received sanction to borrow 
£%,732 for 50 houses and bungalows. Plans by sur- 
veyor, N. Hindmarch, Council Offices, East Bolden, 
Co. Durham. 

Choriey.—R.D.C. propose additional 36 houses, 
Barbers Moor, Croston, and further 10 houses and 
10 aged persons’ bungalows, Whittle-le-Woods. 

v land.—C.C. intends carrying out following 
capital scheme next year: Clinics costing £9,500 
each at Whitehaven, Maryport, Seascale, Keswick, 
Workington and Wigton; clinic at Penrith, £12,000: 
health centres at Whitehaven and Workington at 
£25,000 each; and 27 nurses’ homes on various sites 
at £54,000. 

County E.C. to spend £99,000 on proposed White- 
haven Valiey County Prim. School.—Extensions are 
Proposed by E.C. at High Hesket Valley controled 
school and Newton Arlosh school.—School kitchen 
is planned at Stainburn at £11,723.—Alterations for 
library headquarters are proposed in Portland-sq., 
Carlisle, for C.C. at £5,000. 
qontton.—U. D.C. propose 10 houses, High Duddon- 


Ennerdale.—R.D.C. proposes housing estate at 
Lowea and at Guley Flats, Egremont.—R.D.C. also 
to build 250 houses, Distington. 

Halesowen.—T.C. approved development of Bass- 
nage Farm estate for Stanley J. Smith & Co., Ltd.— 

9 consider erection of swimming pool] at Shenstone 

S-rds. as Festival of Britain project. 

Holmfirth.—_U.D.C. __ propose attested _ cattle 
Market at Riverside Mill, Victoria, at £6,500. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—U.D.C. Deputy S. has been 
voy hy prepare layout for 90 acres, North Burn 

-rd. 


Huddersfield.—T.C. approved county prim. school 
at Almondbury at £103,000; also four additional 
élassrooms and kitchen and dining block at Green- 
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res High School at £7,350.—T.C. propose 20 police 
louses. 

Leeds.—T.C. approved hostel at Sweet-st. 

Lunesdale.—R.D.C. propose early commencement 
of rebuilding Hornby Hall. 

Manchester.—W ‘isons _ Brewery, Ltd., propose 
rebuilding ‘ Britannia Inn,” Newton-st., at £7,500. 

Mansfield Woodhouse.—U.D.C. propose 44 bunga- 
‘ows, Park-rd. 

Middlesbrough.—Final sketch plans have been 
prepared for completion of Stainsby Sec. Schools 
scheme for E.C. Tenders likely to be invited about 
October. Architects, S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, 
Esplanade, Sunderland. Turner & Ing, 71, 
Linthorpe-rd., Midd’esbrough, quantity surveyors. 

Peterborough.—T.C. approved plans for new 
science bui:ding, Orchard-st. school. 

Prudhee-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to build 130 houses. 
Architect, J. Angus, Hanover-sq., Newecast%e. 

Radcliffe.—Licence, value £9,000, granted for 
reconstruction of Stand Unitarian Chapel, Ringley- 


rd. 

Rotherham.—B.C. seek loan of £92,064 for 74 
houses, Richmond Park estate.—Approved in 
principle convers:on of Oakwood Grange and adapta- 
tion of Park Mount and East hill as children’s 
hurseries. Plans approved for: Machine shop, Forge- 
la., for Rotherham Forge Rolling Mills Co., 
Ltd.—Laboratory (Block A) at Swinden House, 
Moorgate-rd., for United Stee! Co., .Ltd.—Cleaning 
shop and canteen, Masbro’-st., for Fragrance, Ltd. 
—Alterations at Cinema House, Doncaster Gate, for 
Star Cinemas (London), Ltd. 
Bui:ding for grading scrap metal at Old Sheffield- 
rd., for C€ Booth, Ltd.—E.C. seek M.O.E. 
approval for inclusion in 1951-2 programme of Sec. 
Mod. School for Girls in Kimberworth area, and 
- o School for Boys in East Bawtry-rd. 
district. 

Sale.—Cheshire C.C. propose two 
County A., F. M. Parkes. 

Salford.—T.C. propose rebuilding and repair of 
“The Homestead,” Stott-la. County E., W. A. 
Walker.—Lancs County A., G. Noe! Hill, to prepare 
plans for extensions to Royal Tech. College at 
£750,000. 
Shipiey.—M.0.H. approved 84 houses, Owlet Hall 
estate, for U.D.C. at £93,706. 

Skipton.—R.D.C. to erect a further 20 houses. 





sec. schools. 


Stockport.—B.C. approved plans for: Nursery 
school at Reddish Vale for E.C.—Nurses’ block, 
etc., Shaw Heath Hospital, for Stockport and 


Buxton Hospital Management Com.—Research and 
laboratory centre at “The Wood!ands,”’ Woodlands- 
dr., for B.E.A.—Extension to foundry, Conway-st., 
for Storey Foundry Co. 

Development of land at Lancaster-st., Gt. Port- 
wood-st., for N.W. Gas Board.—Reconstruction of 
Railway Inn, Gt. Portwood-st., for Walker & 
Homfray. Ltd.—Extensions, Hope Mill, Portwood- 
pl., for Celoform, Ltd.—Works extensions, Gough- 
st., Chestergate, for Robert Jones, Ltd. . 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. received M.H. sanction to 
borrow £239,760 for 196 houses on Roseworth site.— 
Negotiations to be opened by T.C. for acquisition 
of Black Farm site and land near Hanlon-st. for 
housing.—Tenders to be invited by T.C. for canteen 
on Corporation Quay. Plans by Boro’ A., 28, The- 
sq., Stockton 
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R. Cowan, Finkle-st., Stockton, is architect for 
alterations to Blue Hall Dairy, Norton-rd.—T. A. 
Crawford, 38, Hartburn-ave., Stockton, is architect 
for showroom, offices and workshop, Oxbridge-la., 
for Oxbridge Garage Co., Ltd.—F. W. Turnbull, 
White House, Carlton, has prepared plans for 
extending machine shop, Church-rd., for Harker & 
Son. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield.—U.D.C. 
166 houses, Mansfield-rd. 

Warsop.—U.D.C. propose houses at Leeming-la. 

West Riding.—C.C. approved revised scheme for 
extensions to Woodhouse Grammar School at 
£25,000; also four additional classrooms at Kirby- 
ave. Grammar School, Bentley. County A., H. 
Bennett, Wakefie‘d. : 

Wigan.—T.C. propose occupational centre, Scott- 


to invite tenders for 


la. 
Workington.—T.C. to build 52 houses on Westfield 


estate. 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Wenotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§$ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

© Denoies accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Battle.—Evrection of 10 houses at Bishop’s-la., 
Robertsbridge, for R.D.C. A. H. Neave, architect, 
38, Mount-st., Battle. *E. J. Davis, 119, IL,eld-rd., 
Kensington, S.W.10. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Four combined houses and 
shops on Junction estate. *H. A. Dawson (Estates), 
Ltd., Monkseaton, £9,300. 


Blackpool.—28 houses, Tyrone-ay., for B.C. *R. 
Fielding & Son, Stanhope-rd. Works, Blackpool, 


£39,084. 

Bromborough.—New office block for Lever Bros., 
Port Sunlight, Ltd. *Holland and Hannen & 
Cubitts, Ltd., Liverpool. 

Carlisie.—20 houses at Middlewich-st. 

T.C. *Direct Labour, £22,380. 

Durham.—School at Langley Park, Co. Durham. 
County Architect, G. K. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 
*K. Gallacher & Sons, Cemetery-rd., Blackhill, Co. 
Durham. 

East Kilbride.——New bridges in connection with 
the new town. Col. T. N. Wilson, M.I.C.E., archi- 
tect & engineer, County Offices, Beckford-st., Hamil- 
ton. *Hugh Leggett, Ltd., Barrhead, Renfrewshire, 
£29,916. 

Glasgow.—267 dwellings in ten-storey and four- 
storey blocks at Moss Heights, Berryknowes-rd., 
Cardonald. Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Scot- 
land), Ltd., 127, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, £688,000. 

Greenock.—Housing scheme at the Whinhill Golf 
Course site. Mr. Robert L. Rankini, M.I.C.E., 
Architect Municipai-bidgs., Wallace-sq., Greenock. 
Building works include brick, joinery, carpentry, 


site for 


plumbing and sanitary engineering installation. 
*D. McEwing & Sons, Ltd., Greenock, electrical 


fittings and installation. *William MacGregor & 
Co., Greenock. Painting works, *J. MacGarritz & 
Sons, Greenock and Port, Glasgow. 

Henley-on-Thames.—34 Unity houses for R.D.C. 
18 at Sonning Common and 16 at Binfield Heath. 
*Aubrey Bell, Ltd., £24,412 and £21,875. 

Heston and Isleworth.—%4 houses and maisonettes 
and 3€ flats on the Houslow West housing estate. 
*Building and Public Works Construction Co., Ltd., 
£168,650 (subject to M.O.H. approval). 

Larkhall.—Police houses at The Sthrutherfield 
housing site. Mr. Samuel MacCall, architect, 
County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. Excavation, 
brick and allied works, *John C. Burns & Co., 
Ltd., Larkhall, £4,720. Joinery, carpentry and 
allied works, *Murdoch MacKenzie, Ltd., Mother- 
well-Wishaw, £2,217. Roof tiling and roughcasting 
works, *J. & A. Rowatt, Larkhall, £731. Plumber 
work and sanitary installation, *Duncan Johnstone, 
Ltd., £1.147& Electrica] fittings and installation 
works, *J. Stuart Denholm, Glasgow, £201. Plaster, 
lathing, cement and allied works, *J. & A. Rowalt, 
Larkhall, £409. Painting and decorating works, 
Wrangholm Painters, Ltd., New Stevenston, Mother- 
well-Wishaw, £277. 

Lichfield.—24 dwellings at various sites for T.C. 
*Sabin & Young, Ltd., Rushall, £26,372. 


London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Ad- 
miralty, Machrihanish, R.N.A.S.: Surfacing of 
runways, Anglo-American Asphalt Co., Ltd., 192, 
St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. Devonport: Workshop 


foundations and siteworks, Wakeham Bros., Ltd., 
Knighton-rd., Plymouth. 

Building work: W. Dowsett & Son, Bradwell-on- 
Sea, Essex; W. A. James & Sons, Ltd., Gloucester ; 
R, 8. Hayes (Pembroke Dock), Ltd.. Pembroke 


Dock. Central heating services: J. Jeffreys & Co., 
Ltd., London, S.W.1. Painting work: J. & B. 
Abbott (Contractors), Ltd., Harrow, Middlesex ; 


Geo, Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., Liverpool, 6. 
Maintenance of timber towers: Tasker & Booth, 
Ltd., Stoke Newington, London. N. 

General maintenance work: F. Shepherd & Son, 
Ltd., York; Francis Jackson (Contractors), Ltd., 
Ickenham, Middlesex; Galbraith Tree. Ltd., 
London, E.C.4; Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., Bemford, 
Essex; Haymills (Contractors), .Ltd., London, W.5; 
FE. H, Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon; R. Corben 
& Son. Ltd., Southampton; Downing, Rudman & 


Bent, Ltd. 

Heating installation: E. D. Berry & Sons, Ltd., 
London, S.W.4; Wm. Freer, Ltd.. London, W.C.1. 
Installation of automatic stokers: Bewick, Wilton & 


Dobson, London, 8.E.4. Improvements to lighting 
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installations: Holloway & Sons, Ltd., Tetbury, Glos. 

London (W.0.W.).— Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended August 19. London: Natural 
History Museum, Construction of library, Whyatt 
(Builders), Ravenstone-st., Balham, §.W.12 
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Natural History, Construction of bird pavilion, 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Ravenstone-st., Balham, 
S.W.12. ‘Alexander House, Queen-sq., W.C., Altera- 
tions and adaptations, John Morgan (London), 
Ltd., 127, Terminal House, 52, Grosvenor-gdns., 
S.W.1. Horseferry-rd., S.W.1, site clearance, Turriff 
Construction Corporation, Ltd., 48, Wellesby-rd., 
Croydon, Surrey. Home Commonwealth Relations 
and Home Office, External painting, C. & T. 
Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., N.W.10. 

Devonshire: Senior council school, Okehampton, 
Erection of temporary school buildings, Stephens & 
Son (1941), Ltd., Okehampton-st. Exeter. Middle- 
sex King’s anadi: in school, Bus hey Park, Tedding- 
ton, Alterations and adaptions to hut 419, R. E. 
Spooner, Ltd., Staines-rd., Ashford. Head Post 
Office, Hounslow, Extension, W. H. Gaze & Sons, 
Ltd., 19/23, High-st., Kingston-on-Thames. 

Oxfordshire : ‘Hydraulic Research Establishment, 
Howbery Park, Sundry buildings works, W. E. 
Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. No. 
iM.P.R.D,. Cowley Repairs to block P, T. H. 
Kingerlee & Sons, Ltd., 36a, Queen-st., Oxford. 
Somersetshire: Clevedon Post Office and Tel lephone 

and extensions for new 
Hawkins & Son, Ltd., Beach- 
Queen Mary’s Hospital. 
Alfred Bagnall & 
Warwickshire : 
Alterations 
Ltd., 27-28 


Exchange, Alterati a” 
transport works hop, J 
ave., Clevedon. Surrey : 
Roehampton, internal painting, 
Sons, Ltd., 141, Uxbridge-rd., W.12. 
P.O. Garage, Hurst-st., Birmingham, 
and additions, John Bowen & Sons, 
George-st., Balsall Heath, Birmingham. 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. during week ended August 19. 

Cambridgeshire: Miscellaneous work, Johnson & 
Middlesex: Painting work, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, 
Ltd., Uxbridge-rd., W.12. Berkshire: Miscellanrous 
work, H. Hollidge, Balham. Glasgow: Painting 
work, Sunter Hastie, Glasgow. 

Morayshire: Building work, Scottish Tarmacadam 
& Ashphalte Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Midlothian: Road 
work, H. _ Smith & Co., Ltd., Edinburgh. 
Lanarkshire: Concrete structures and nissen huts, 
James Barclay, Kilmarnock. Northumberland : 
Road work, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., York. 

Durham: Miscellaneous work, J. Burnett &.Son, 
Birtley. Lancashire: Painting work, W. T. Picker. 
ing & Sons, Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees. Gloucester- 
shire: Miscellaneous work, T. C. Savage, Stroud. 
Dorsetshire: Miscellaneous work, Jesty & Baker, 
Weymonth. 

Manchester.—Reinstatement of shops and offices 
at St. Anns-sq. for Equitable Buildings, Ltd. 
*Arthur Wardle (Builders), Ltd., Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—Additional accommodation at the 
Girls’ High School for E.C. T. R. Middleton, Edu- 
cation Architect, ane Ltd., Bowesfield-la., 
Stockton-on-Tees, £4,99' 

Morecambe and on —26 houses at Black- 
berry Hall site for B.C. *Thos. Holroyd, Ltd., 

and 8 firemen’s 


Trumacar-la., Heysham, 
Rotherham.—Ten police houses 

houses for B.C. *A. Cooper & Sons, Ltd., 72, 

Church-st., Greasborough. £15,381 and £12,172. 
Smethwick.—Flats at Newland Green for T.C. 

ae a & Sons (Blackheath), Ltd., £44,658. 

ockport.—Ten houses off Parkgate-dr. for B.C. 

+ Williamson. Ltd.. Stockport. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 54 bungalows for 
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T.C. Plans by Boro’ iA., 28, The Square, Stockton 
*T. Pearson & Sons, Mandale- rd., Middlesbrough 
(14), Fordy & Son, Boathouse-la., *Stockton (40). 

Surrey.—72 flats on the Mansfield estate. Spiers, 
Ltd., £103,532. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield.—Erection of (a) 2 shops and 
16 houses on land at Mansfield-rd., and (b) 2 shops 
and 11 houses on land at Eastfield site for U.D.C, 
Messrs. Warner & Dean, housing architects to the 
council, Mansfield-rd., Sutton-in-Ashfield. (a) *Wm. 
Brailsford, ‘ Milestones,” Alfreton-rd., Sutton-in 
Ashfield; (b) *M. D. Sweeney & Palme , Ltd. 
Beechdale-rd., Aspley, Nottingham. 

Tamworth.—o | 10Uses, Fazeley-rd., for T.C. HF, 
Breve Smith, B.E. & S. 

‘, raditional. | 
Permanent Houses, Ltd., Burton- on-Trent 
C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Birmingham, 10 
A. Purshouse & Sons, Ltd., Wednesfield, 

Staffs ... eo cas nes ts 

[Non-traditional, } 
Londop-rd., London, 8.W.16... 
flats, ‘Reynardson’ s Ims 
site, High-rd., N.17, for R.D.C.. B.E. & S. Quan. 
tities by E. C. Harris & Partners. McManus & Co., 
Ltd., 1111, High-rd., Whetstone, N.20, £25.000, 


*Wates, Ltd., 
Tottenham.—16 


Ceramics in Germany. 

B.1.0.S. Survey No. 28, “The Fine 
Ceramics Industry in Germany during the 
period 1939-1945,” summarises the technical 
information collected by different groups of 
investigators, a preliminary section being 
devoted to the consideration of the growth, 
distribution, size, production and organisa- 
tion of the industry in the pre-war years and 
the corresponding conditions existing during 
the period 1939-1945. Copies are available 
from H.M. Stationery Office, York House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and _ branches, 
price 3s. 6d., or 3s. 9d. by post. 
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